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EDITORIAL 


ITH the beginning the New Year, 1946, appears the first 


number The Benedictine Review. ‘The name betokens its 
character, and its scope and purpose are further indicated its 
contents. 
The Benedictine tradition fourteen hundred years old. 
our mission foster that tradition and hand down the genera- 
tions coming after us. also our aim make known ever 
widening circle the ideals and spirit the Order, and will there- 
fore include articles Benedictine history, lives great Benedic- 
tine men and women, many them saints God, and stories 
famous monasteries and convents, some which date back 
even the sixth century. 
Above all, the purpose the Review preserve the traditions 
our own community and maintain record its activities. 
Since its foundation 1863 five pioneer women who came from 
Minnesota little city the banks the Missouri, has in- 
creased 550 members, and has spread through six states Kansas, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri, Colorado, California and even 
Mexico. the schools staffed its Sisters some twelve thousand 
children are taught seek God under the Benedictine motto, 
omnibus glorificetur Deus.” the consecrated chapel the 
motherhouse, the Divine Office, the Opus Dei, St. Benedict calls 
it, has been recited unbroken chain days for half century. 
The Benedictine Review will give account this apostolic and 
liturgical life. There will appear its pages chronicle com- 
munity events, short articles subjects that have important 
bearing the past, present, future the institution, biographi- 
cal sketches various members, and items general and special 
interest all those connected with Mount St. Scholastica. 
addition, there will reviews books that are related 
the spiritual life the community its educational work. 
Sister Jerome Keeler, O.S.B. 


DIOCESAN CHANCERY 
1228 Sandusky Avenue 


Kansas City, Kansas 
December 1945 


Sister Jerome, O.S.B. 
Mount St. Scholastica 
Atchison, Kansas 


Dear Sister Jerome: 


are happy grant not only our approval but our blessing 
upon the Benedictine Review, and look forward with great deal 
interest the appearance the first number early 1946. 


periodical dealing with the fourteen hundred year old Bene- 
dictine tradition, bringing before the world the Benedictine spirit 
exemplified the lives many the saints this great Order 
has produced, something which the world much need to- 
day and sure will produce untold good fruit. 


Then, too, serial review the labors and successes the 
Benedictine Order during the past few generations, our own time, 
our own land, and our own diocese, cannot but produce healthy 
spirit emulation and will well worth while. 


That God, therefore, will bless your new venture and grant 
long and successful life, the wish 
Yours sincerely Christ, 
+Paul Schulte 
Bishop Leavenworth. 


Mother Evangelista, Foundress 
Mount St. Scholastica 
Sister Augusta Parle, O.S.B. 


ARY Ann Kremeter sailed from 
Havre, France, aboard the 
steamer Zurich August 1854. She 
was twenty-one years old. Destined 
she was play such important role 
the expansion the Benedictine Sister- 
hood the United States, this young 
woman had left home and dear ones 
learn St. Benedict’s school the Lord’s 
service renounce her own will and 
follow Christ. 

Mary Ann, eldest four children, was 
born Anthony Kremeter and Barbara 
Meyer the feast Our Lady’s Presen- 
tation, 1833, New Ulm, Bavaria. 
Having received the name Mary 
Baptism, she was always devoted the 
Mother God. She attended the Na- 
tional Schools Bavaria from 1839 
1851. Records that period, which are 
treasured the convent archives, reveal 
her exceptional gifts and her superior scho- 
lastic ability. From the exactness with 
which she observed the Rule during her 
whole religious life can deduced with 
what thoroughness, earnestness, and sin- 
cerity this chosen soul sought God during 
the time her religious formation. 

Not little significant the fact that 
the future Mother Evangelista was one 
the nine Benedictine novices who were 
the first make profession the United 
States. The age-old ceremony Bene- 
dictine profession was carried out all 
its liturgical solemnity the parish 
church St. Mary’s, Pennsylvania, the 
cradle the Benedictine Sisters 
America, the feast St. Benedict, 
1857, just five years after the first Bene- 
dictine Motherhouse had been opened. 
There was that Mary Ann Kremeter 


applied for admission October 1854. 
There she received the habit the Order 
the feast St. Scholastica, 1855, and 
became Sister Evangelista, future mis- 
sionary the unsettled Middle West, and 
foundress Mount St. Scholastica Con- 
vent Atchison, Kansas. 

Thus was prepared woman vision 
for the arduous task pioneer missiona- 
ry. St. Mary’s was the home her 
profession for only short time. Father 
Demetrius Morogna, who had been 
sent Abbot Boniface Wimmer work 
among the early settlers and the Indian 
tribes Minnesota, found that could 
accomplish little without the help Sis- 
ters. With the self-sacrificing spirit that 
characterized her life, Sister 
gelista generously responded his call 
for volunteers. Five others joined her, 
among whom were Sister Gertrude Capser 
and Sister Gregoria Moser, both closely 
associated with the Atchison foundation. 

Poverty and hardships awaited these 
courageous women when they arrived 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, July 17, 1857. 
For some time they lived with parish- 
ioners boarding house until St. 
Joseph’s convent was completed. 
winters were severe; fuel and clothing 
were inadequate. Their meager fare 
consisted coffee and potatoes. 

Meanwhile Father Augustine Wirth, 
son St. Benedict from Latrobe, Penn- 
sylvania, had been sent Abbot Wim- 
mer begin missionary work what 
was then considered uncivilized Kansas. 


was the days border warfare, 


hostile Indians, and general unrest due 
Civil War. Father Augustine appeal- 
the Superior St. Joseph, Minne- 
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sota, for help his difficult undertaking. 
Sister Evangelista, with her usual humili- 
and submission, offered herself whole- 
heartedly. Six others volunteered 
accompany her. 

was very simple matter for this 
little group prepare for their voyage 
they had few possessions. The six years 
privation and want St. Cloud had 
taught them the riches and happiness 
poverty. 

Sister Evangelista was appointed supe- 
rior the band with the title Mother. 
These Kansas missionaries left St. Cloud 
coach November 1863, and after 
short stay St. Paul they set out 
boat for their destination. austere 
life St. Cloud made the accommoda- 
tions offered the boat all the more ap- 
preciated. The Captain and his crew 
showed them every courtesy and treated 
them with the kindest hospitality. 
related that the request the Captain 
the Sisters sang for the company after 
dinner. made what they 
sang, but must have delighted the 
Captain served his guests special re- 
freshments after the concert. The jour- 
ney was completed ferry from St. 
Joseph, Missouri, Atchison. No- 
vember 1863, eleven night, 
the first Benedictine Sisters arrived 
Atchison. 

all war periods, religious fanatics 
and bigots were busy during the Civil 
War. was not surprising that the 
little convent which Father Thomas Bartl 
had erected for the Sisters was placed 
under the strict surveillance two trust- 
worthy parishioners prevent its de- 
struction before the Sisters’ arrival. 

They were most kindly received 
Father Augustine, then Prior St. Bene- 
dict’s, who arranged that they assist 
Holy Mass St. Benedict’s church until 
the convent chapel was completed. Bro- 
ther Luke, who was the college cook, pro- 
vided substantial meals, which 
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the parlors the rectory. The feast 
Benedictine All Saints occurring during 
this time, banquet was prepared for the 
Sisters honor the occasion. 

Great was the joy Mother Evan- 
gelista and her community when Mass 
was celebrated their convent chapel. 
can well imagine the gratitude and 
love with which they welcomed the 
Master the house, the One who was 
their consolation and support the 
trials inseparable from all beginnings. 
the end the Mass, Mary received 
her special tribute honor when the 
group sang the hymn, wir dich 
griissen” (We greet thee, Mary). After 
the final adjustments were made, religious 
life took its regular routine the new 
St. Joseph’s convent. With the Rule 
her guide our foundress teaching and 
example tried foster the hearts 
her subjects the spirit St. Benedict and 
lay strong foundation for the ‘spiri- 
tual structure the future Mount St. 
Scholastica. 

Europe all Benedictine convents 
were cloistered. Mother Evangelista had 
hoped that this new foundation could 
organized much the same manner, but 
year followed year she found that the 
enclosure could not kept. Cloister 
rules were actually observed for some 
years, the Sisters visiting relatives and 
friends through veiled grill just 
done Poor Clare and Carmelite con- 
vents. Postulants and externs did all 
the purchasing for the convent. 1865 
Archabbot Wimmer petitioned Rome for 
the discontinuance the Office because 
the strenuous life the Benedictine Sis- 
ters were obliged lead America. The 
permission was obtained and not until 
the summer 1892 was the recitation re- 
sumed. Since that time day has 
passed which this seven-fold song 
praise has not ascended from the Mount. 

The Atchison foundation was laid 
poverty. Only the barest necessities for 
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bodily comfort and sustenance were pos- 
sible. Each Sister had small bed, 
straw mattress, and tin wash pan. 
Later cracker boxes served wash 
stands. The breakfast consisted black 
coffee and hard crackers; the other meals 
were somewhat more substantial but al- 
ways frugal. 

private boarding and day school for 
girls was opened December 1863, 
several rooms the Sisters’ convent. 
Protestants well Catholics placed 
their daughters the convent school. 
Mother Evangelista was next confronted 
with the problem accepting boys 
pupils. September, 1865, one room 
was arranged the convent and forty- 
seven boys enrolled. This concession 


_eventually led the opening the first 


parochial school under Benedictine in- 
structors Kansas. Classes had grown 
large that 1868, Father Louis 
Fink, then pastor St. Benedict’s, 
bought two-story frame building not 
far from the convent, and classes for boys 
and girls began what became known 
the School” because its 
color. 

Mother Evangelista was encouraged 
during this period the growth the 
community and the cooperation other 
Benedictine houses that sent teachers 
help the school. Legal rights were 
secured the incorporation the insti- 
tution under the laws Kansas March 
22, 1873, with the title St. Scholastica’s 
Academy. 

The year 1876 was made memorable 
with the beginning missionary work 
the community. August 13, 
Sisters were sent open school 
Seneca, Kansas. Other missions were 
accepted year after year and today some 
schools are staffed from the Atchison 
motherhouse. 

Expansion was impossible the small 
quarters St. Joseph’s. Aided Abbot 
Innocent Wolf, O.S.B., Mother Evan- 


gelista began look for more desirable 
property. Price Villa, one the beauty 
spots Atchison, was offered for sale 
cost $20,000. The community had 
but one dollar its name, but with trust 
and confidence Providence Mother 
Evangelista set about getting money for 
the purchase. Under date July 1877, 
she wrote Bishop Fink:, are terribly 
earnest about buying the property, but 
should you deem best withhold your 
consent, will try resigned. 
Several offers have been made rate 
six seven per July the 
Bishop replied: you are ter- 
ribly earnest about having the property 
and you can pay for honestly, have 
objections.” 

Price Villa, around which the present 
Mount was built, became the pro- 
perty the Sisters July 16, 1877. 
The name, Mount St. Scholastica, was 
given honor the patroness the 
Sisters and because the site’s high ele- 
vation over the city. took about nine 
days move into the new quarters. The 
last Mass St. Joseph’s was celebrated 
the feast Mount Carmel, July 16, 
1877, after which the Sisters came the 
Villa remain. During the nine days 
preceding the celebration Mass their 
new home, July 25, the Sisters attended 
Mass St. Benedict’s. 

Many renovations were necessary 
make this palatial residence suitable 
convent school. Kitchen, laundry, and 
refectories were arranged the basement; 
classrooms, dormitories, and recreation 
rooms the other floors. said that 
during this time almost every large room 
the building was used turn for the 
chapel. Fireplaces and grates provided 
heat, which was inadequate for the win- 
ter. furnace must bought, but 
Mother Evangelista knew that more 
money could borrowed. With her 
usual trust Our Lady and St. Joseph, 
she urged the Sisters pray. The an- 
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swer came the form check from 
friend the Sisters, which covered the 
expense installing new steam-heating 
apparatus. 

Other important developments were 
under way while the Sisters Atchison 
established thriving community. Abbot 
Wimmer had made unceasing efforts from 
the time the foundation St. Mary’s 
have the Benedictine Sisters under 
papal jurisdiction. Bishop Fink, with 
the help Abbot Innocent, drew 
constitution for the Atchison community 
1877, which Rome gave its approval, 
recommending that these statutes used 
nucleus for the eventual Congrega- 
tion St. Scholastica. From time 
time the Mothers various houses met 
make tentative plans for the formation 
some kind union. July 19, 1881, 
the first General Chapter was held 
Chicago, which time Mother Evan- 
gelista was elected Mother General. 
Changes the Constitution, the establish- 
ment common novitiate, and other 
matters were discussed. uniform head- 
dress, the one worn the members 
the Congregation today, was advised and 
1884 the Atchison community adopted 
it. 

Mother Evangelista did not have the 
happiness during her life placing her 
community directly under the protection 
the Vicar Christ. Circumstances 
prevented Rome’s formal approbation 
until after her death. was fifty years 
later that Rome set its final approval 
the work she had generously begun. 

Mother Evangelista’s Silver Jubilee 
Profession was celebrated the entire 
community March 21, 1882. The event 
was long remembered all. Friends 
and Sisters honored the jubilarian whose 
noble achievements had not escaped pub- 
lic attention and admiration but whose 
greatest good, done obscurity, was 
known God alone. 

The problem building convent for 


Page Eight 


the Sisters was the next challenge this 
intrepid foundress, Price Villa being 
longer large enough for Sisters and stu- 
dents. 1884 St. Scholastica’s Hall was 
erected south the Villa provide 
chapel and convent for the Sisters and 
class rooms for the girls. 


Years responsibility together with 


the problems connected with building 
were too great strain Mother Evan- 
gelista’s health. complete rest Min- 
nesota was advised. Sister Theresa Moser, 
procurator the time and destined 
her successor prioress, was appointed 
acting superior Bishop Fink during 
her absence. There was glad rejoicing 
the whole community the evening 
her return; lighted candles every win- 


dow welcomed her, songs greeted her, all 


were jubilant over the return her whom 
they loved mother. 

But this joy was not for long. Mother 
Evangelista asked relieved her 
responsibility and reluctantly the com- 
munity accepted her resignation. Mother 
Theresa was elected Prioress, December 
29, 1884. Mother Evangelista remained 
member the Council and rendered 
invaluable services the new superior. 
she regained her strength, she humbly 
asked assigned duties just others 
She served superior 
several the missions for number 
years. 

1901 she returned the Mother- 
house give herself wholeheartedly 
life prayer. Infirmities age did not 
keep her from observing scrupulously 
the order the day, and the least wish 
her superior. Her personal holiness 
and Christlike charity endeared her all. 
The sick were her greatest concern. 
Mother she would inquire sick Sister 
had any preference for certain food, and 
then the kitchen herself prepare 
for the patient. Similar acts charity 
continued during her years retirement. 
quiet family celebration honor her 
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Golden Jubilee was celebrated March 
21, 1907. 

Next devotion Mary and Joseph, 
her devotion St. Aloysius held chief 
place. was her custom the 
novitiate the Sundays preceding the 
feast St. Aloysius and make with the 
novices the devotion the Six Sundays 
inhishonor. his feast, June 21, 1909, 
one the afternoon, Mother 
Evangelista died, comforted the con- 
solations Holy Mother Church, and 
surrounded the members her com- 
munity whom she loved dearly. 

Her body lay the consecrated chapel, 
while the Sisters kept vigil her coffin. 
the day her burial the Office the 
Dead was chanted the community be- 
fore the solemn Mass Requiem was 
offered for the happy repose her soul. 


Prominent Atchison business men, life- 
long friends the deceased, requested 
the honor bearing her body the 
cemetery. Among these was Mr. Wil- 
liam Dolan, who his advice, kind- 
ness, and material assistance, was more 
intimately connected with the Atchison 
foundation than any other layman. 
Mother Evangelista died the age 
seventy-seven years. Fifty-five these 
years had been spent religion. For 
twenty-one years she had been entrusted 
with the government the community 
she had founded. Those who remember 
her revere her saint, and those who 
have come after her form the Mount 
St. Scholastica today and tomorrow 
owe her debt gratitude that 
boundless were her own charity and 
vision, the fruits which they share. 


Notes Visit Benedictine Houses 
South America 


the Most Reverend Edwin Hara, D.D. 


March 22, 1945, Father and 

were driven Mr. Don Wolther 
the Port Spain, Trinidad, the 
Benedictine Priory located about ten 
miles outside that city. The Priory 
situated the crown high ridge 
overlooking the plains and the bay. 
were most hospitably received Father 
Hugh Van der Sanden, the Prior, and 
Father Bede, the Sub-Prior, and 
several other fathers and lay brothers. 
The foundation was made decade 
more ago from Baia Brazil. reach 
the Priory drove the precipitous 
roadway the marvelous location above. 
The Prior conducted visit through 
the school and their valuable library. 
showed with special interest copy 
Liturgical Arts magazine containing 


pictures the mission chapels the 
diocese Kansas City. Before leaving 
were served tea including serving 
which made the Priory 
and sold widely. There are seventy-five 
boys boarding the school. 


Bento, Rio Janeiro, 
Brazil 


Palm Sunday celebrated Mass 
the abbot’s chapel the Monastery 
St. Benedict Rio and later assisted 
the blessing the palms and the pro- 
cession. The singing the Passion was 
conducted two singers the two pul- 
pits the abbey church while the body 
the monks the choir took the part 
the synagogue. 

The Monastery St. Benedict 
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hill you approach from the city. When 
you arrive there you find yourself 
cliff overlooking the bay Rio where 
the monastery has been established these 
400 years. The Abbot, Thomas Keller, 
distinguished scholar and alert 
executive. The monastery center 
for the Catholic intellectuals Rio. 
was here that met the leading Catholic 
literary man Brazil, Mr. Alceu Amoro- 
Lima, and made arrangements meet 
George Bernanos, the French writer. Mr. 
Bernanos came the hotel see 
accompanied Father Paul, 
explained his severe attacks Catholics 
his book attempt awaken 
Catholics their responsibilities. 

returned Bento for the Good 
Friday service and occupied the Abbot’s 
place while celebrated the Mass the 
Pre-Sanctified. The ceremony was car- 
ried out most edifying manner. 
After the singing the Passion the Abbot 
preached deeply moved congrega- 
tion. all joined the procession 
the Altar Repose constructed tiny 
sepulchre with lid. Before joining the 
brethren for almoza (lunch) had very 
pleasant visit with Mr. Alceu Amorosa 
Lima, who discovered was director 
Catholic action Brazil. Mr. Lima had 
unbounded admiration for Jacques 
Maritain. 


Sao Paulo 


The occasion visit South 
America was assist the second cen- 
tenary the diocese Sao Paulo. These 
ceremonies lasted from Holy Saturday 
and throughout Easter week. Easter 
Monday said Mass the college the 
Benedictine Fathers Sao Paulo the 
presence Archbishop Don Carlos Car- 
melo Vasconcelos Mota, Archbishop 
Sao Paulo, and the canons the cathe- 
dral. After Mass met the members 
the faculty. The college fine 
modern building with excellent grounds 
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the very center Sao Paulo and evi- 
dence its modernity was swimming 
pool active use the large group 
boys who were students. Unfortunately 
did not meet the Abbot who was ab- 
sent from the city business. 

visit Santos, the most import- 
ant port Brazil, situated about fifty 
miles from Sao Paulo, met old 
Benedictine missionary, Father Stephen, 
O.S.B., who had spent some years the 
United States and had accompanied Car- 
dinal Gasquet, O.S.B., from Rome the 
United States thirty years ago. 

Santiago, Chile, visited the 
Union Club company with the presi- 
dent Chile’s Catholic action and viewed 
the great pictures painted Father 
Super-Casseaux. The paintings are 
battle scenes and especially noted for 
their portrayal horses action. Father 
Super-Casseaux has become the Abbot 
Benedictine monastery the Soles- 
mes Observance Santiago. Chile’s 
most distinguished painter and brother 
the Chilean Archbishop who was pre- 
sent our Catechetical Congress 
Philadelphia few years ago. 


DECEMBER 
Sister Faith Schuster, O.S.B. 


The white snow unfallen 
the air; 

The pink and silver December 
Everywhere 


Across the sky. Far off the hills 
Are blue with cold. 

Amid such loveliness the year 
Fades and grows old. 
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The Coronation the Virgin Guadalupe 


Notes the Celebration the Centennial 


Sister Anthony Payne, O.S.B. 


was the inestimable privilege some 

the members the Atchison 
Communities St. Benedict and St. 
Scholastica Mexico during the 
month October, 1945. 
Just fifty years before the twelfth 
the same month the Blessed Virgin Mary 
under the title Our Lady Guadalupe 
had been crowned Queen Mexico, and 
under this title that she has reigned 
over beautiful country and the hearts 
her people for the past fifty years. 
With the religious fervor that character- 
izes this tried and true Catholic land, 
preparations were made for fitting cele- 
bration the fiftieth centennial the 
Coronation Mary, Queen Mexico 
and The Americas. 

The following comments and notes may 
bring you few ideas and impressions 
that will help you appreciate the spirit 
and love for the Virgin that animates our 
Mexican brethren. The celebration which 
commenced September and con- 
tinued with great intensity through 
October and its octave kept today 
because this Mexico. Feast days for 
Mary, manifestations reverence and 
love for the Virgin, processions, pil- 
grimages, and visits her shrine are part 
and parcel the life the country and 
every native and acclimated son. Mexi- 
hymns Mary her radiant sunshine 
and her lovely skies, the warm smiles 
her children and the lazy valor her 
men. Cristo Rey! Viva Nuestra 
Reina! Viva Mexico!” Mexico. 
could not without the Virgin. Her 
image with little votive lights burning be- 
fore the public buses; miniature 
statues her smile down passersby 
from niches the walls palatial homes, 


boarding houses, and poor, poor hovels. 
Her sons and daughters bring her flowers 
daily, they wear large silver medais cast 
with her image, law,” uniform, 
representing government that banned 
religion during several successive and suc- 
cessful revolutions, makes the sign the 
cross passing the restored temples 
where Mary’s Son resides. And uni- 
form stops say her rosary the 
shrine that she asked have built 
Mexico her honor. 


Basilica Scene Honor 


During the month most the major 
celebrations were held the Basilica 
Our Lady Guadalupe. This magnifi- 
cent edifice stands the foot the hill 
Tepeyac, the spot pointed out the 
Virgin Juan Diego during her mani- 
festations most magnificent 
these celebrations occurred the feast 
day itself, Friday, October 12, but many 
the others were truly fitting spectacles 
homage the Queen Heaven, 
spectacles without precedent because all 
the peoples the continent America 
were united fraternal love the feet 
the Queen the Universe. There 
they implored her benediction for the 
Americas and for the entire world. They 
begged for true peace founded ori the 
incontrovertible bases justice and 
charity. 

Preparations and pre-celebrations com- 
menced September, numerous commit- 
tees being appointed and programs plan- 
ned. Saturday night, September 29, the 
men who belong the Mexican Noctur- 
nal Adoration Society kept national 
vigil numerous churches and oratories 
throughout the country. They prayed 
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before the Blessed Sacrament exposed for 
God’s blessing the coming festivities. 
Then with the dawn the following 
morning the pilgrimages, pontifical Mass- 
es, solemn Vespers, solemn rosaries, and 
hour-long sermons commenced. 

Special provinces (corresponding 
sense our states) and particular com- 
munities and congregations were permit- 
ted have first places the celebrations 
successive days the major weeks. 
Sunday, September 30, the pilgrims from 
the Province Yucatan, led their 
prelates and clergy, carrying banners and 
flowers for the Virgin, were received 
the Basilica. The Archbishop-elect 
Yucatan, Doctor Fernando Ruiz Solor- 
zano, sang the pontifical high Mass ten 
the Franciscan clergy celebrated holy 
Mass for the Franciscan religious and 
members the Oblates Mary Im- 
maculate. Hundreds tertiary mem- 
bers the orders and friends the com- 
munities helped fill the Basilica 
capacity. 


Day for Benedictines 


October celebration proper was in- 
augurated Monday, October two 
the oldest Orders the Church, the 
Augustinians and the Benedictines. 
few Benedictines from Spain have had 
parish, San Rafael, Mexico City for 
years. They are small but fervent and 
influential group, and impart distinct 
know it. They have number 
Benedictine Oblates the parish and 
direct the new congregation Cristo 
Rey Sisters who follow the Rule St. 
Benedict. ‘The latter are naturally kin- 
dred spirits and have had many pleas- 
ant contacts. 

Our Mass began 7:30. This was the 
custom throughout the week, the reli- 
gious Orders having the earlier Mass and 
pilgrims having the ten Mass. 
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The superior one the Augustinian 
houses sang our high Mass and Dom 
Carlos San Rafael’s preached the ser- 
mon. this showed how devotion 
Mary has always played prominent 
part true Benedictine life. The reli- 
gious were met the door the Basilica 
one the resident canons and they 
and their followers conducted into the 
Shrine. Permission wear the religious 
habit and the basilica had been given 
for the first time many years. This 
added greatly the joy and the solemni- 
the occasion. had walked from 
our cars through the crowds people 
felt natural our habits but must 
have looked the people. 
Wizened Indians, grand donas, wealthy 
Mexicans, poor tortilla vendors, and in- 
numerable children grasped our hands 
our habits and kissed them. Their faces 
beamed with happiness and their rever- 
ence brought home strikingly the 
dignity our state. Photographers were 
hand with rolls and rolls film and 
the next day our pictures appeared the 
leading newspapers. The caption “An 
eminent group religious their habits. 
Here for the purpose honoring Our 
Lady.” Our Lady beamed too 
walked the aisle the Basilica and 
knew that all would well Tepeyac. 


October Climax 


more than thousand pilgrims 
arrived from Monterrey, the Passionists 
having had the early Mass; Wednesday 
came the pilgrimages from Durango and 
Lower California, the Jesuits and the 
Marists; Thursday, the pilgrimage from 
Oaxaca, the Carmelites and the Filipense. 
Pilgrimages from Guadalajara and More- 
lia, representatives the Congregations 
the Immaculate Heart and the Holy 
Ghost, and Josefinums, Redemptorists, 
and Paulists all vied giving honor 
the Virgin. 
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The days the second week were en- 
trusted the care nations. Our 
day will long remembered. The band 
pilgrims from the United States was 
impressive one many clergy and good 
representation laity. ‘The Most Rev- 
erend Archbishop New Orleans, Doctor 
Joseph Francis Rummel, read the 
Mass; the sermon was preached Doc- 
tor Robert Lucey, Archbishop 
San Antonio, and the Vesper service was 
conducted the Most Reverend Bishop 
Erie, Doctor John Mark Gannon. 
Among other prelates from the United 
States who assisted these functions 
were Bishop Winkelmann Wichita and 
Bishop Buddy San Diego. The former 
Bishop was the personal guest Father 
Anthony, the superior the Priory 
Tepeyac. 

The great day itself, October 12, 
dawned bright and fair. four-thirty 
the morning there were mananitas 
the atrium the Basilica 
the Virgin; seven-thirty, solemn choral 
office; nine, the imparting the papal 
benediction and plenary indulgences 
the Holy Father’s personal representa- 
tive, His Eminence, Rodriguez Vil- 
leneuve, the Cardinal Quebec. Then 
the Mass, del Papa Marcelo” 
Palestrina, followed with all the pageant- 
and solemnity fervent Catholicity 
Catholic country. 

the termination the Mass pre- 
parations were made for the solemn pro- 
cession around and through the Basilica. 
The Virgin’s new gold crown, made from 
gifts gold and and her scepter 
were blessed; magnificent bunches 
roses were blessed; hymns praise and 
love resounded, and the procession form- 
ed. Indians tribal dress came first, 
then members the Accion Catolica 
Mexicana, Knights St. Gregory, clergy, 
and finally mitered. prelates carrying 
crosiers and roses for Our Lady. Her 
crown was carried satin pillow 


Knights Columbus, four Knights 
St. Gregory following with her scepter. 
double rank native and visiting cler- 
gy, thousands priests, formed guard 
honor for the procession from the 
moment that left the sanctuary until 
returned. And beyond the guard, tens 
thousands loving children prayed 
and shouted their vivas. 

The procession wound its way the 
foot the high altar which the mira- 
culous image Our Lady enshrined, 
and her crown and her sceptre were pre- 
sented. Then the bishops, turn, pre- 
sented their mitres and their respective 
dioceses the Virgin. Rose petals flut- 
tered from the high dome the Basilica 
the clergy and the laity, clouds in- 
cense rose the naves, waves sacred 
music came from the choir, and the bene- 
diction Mary filled each heart. 
was perfect day. 


Mary’s Shrine 
There was standing space unoccu- 


pied the Basilica, course, and thou- 
sands stood outside the gates loving 
harmony with those fortunate ones who 
could see the functions. Some the 
crowd had been standing there since five 
that morning hope but 
official groups and clergy and those who 
had tickets came first. The Archbishop 
had issued hundreds tickets personally 
signed, seems. had two ourselves 
and felt that they would insure our en- 
trance, but our discouragement 
found that others had the same five 
six some instances. our group 
got places the Basilica. The rest the 
nuns attended “at Our 
Benedictine Fathers, course, had places 
the sanctuary. The crowd was inter- 
esting quite cosmopolitan, sure, 
all crowds are Mexico. But there 
was always fraternal spirit. There 
were many and few who 
showed selfishness, but the whole, real 
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heartfelt charity prevailed. Mexican 
Red Cross nurses made their way the 
ailing, families pilgrims settled them- 
selves curbing for their tortillas and 
frijoles, the loud speakers blared, few 
came out the Basilica and twice 
many rushed take their places. 
were content the hot sun. Everybody 
knew that the smile the Virgin not 
deterred stone walls and that she knew 
that were there. 

All during the ceremonies the Indian 
tribes kept their peculiar ritual. Cen- 
turies ago their chiefs had vowed dance 
honor the Virgin and the vow passes 
from father son. Fathers begin 
teach their children the intricate steps 
soon the boys can walk. Then they 
look forward the time when they will 
permitted dance for the Virgin. 
High platforms were erected against the 
very walls the Basilica and here for 
three days, without cessation, the tribal 
dances were carried out. Some the 
costumes were unique and beautiful; 
others, grotesque and invaluable; all, 
ancient and distinctive. The dances 
themselves were startling and fervent 
tributes honor. 

Many other incidents interest might 
mentioned the decoration the 
homes the rich and poor with blue and 
pink bunting and national and papal 
flags, the wonderful music played the 


various functions the alumni the 
Seminary Council Mexico, the fervor 
the people, their patience and faith, 
the zeal the committees, the lack 
order that characterizes group action 
Mexico, together with the surprising lack 
complications; the magnificent torch- 
light processions night after night from 
outlying points the Basilica, thousands 
participants carrying banners and 
torches and singing songs the Virgin. 
They would come six eight abreast, 
pass into the Basilica, say Salve and 
then pass out the side door order 
make room for the thousands following 
after. Such processions continued for 
two hours more for the Virgin, for 
the Faith, for Mexico. 

Mexico different from our country. 
You realize this soon you cross the 
border. isn’t the language and the 
complexion the people. their 
“manana their point view 
and their traditions, their food and 
their serapes. All these things are 
hard describe vividly. One almost 
has experience feast Mary 
Mexico order appreciate the spirit 
that animates this country. One has 
visit the Queen her own Basilica, one 
has say Hail Mary the Virgin 
Guadalupe order know what Mary 
means Mexico. 


CALL NOT CHILD 
Sister Faith Schuster, O.S.B. 


have known the saints, 


And loved the God all eternity; 

Have touched the mysteries beyond the stars 
with simple, trusting fingers; 

Have looked into the deep and seen the Cause life; 

Have borne Him lightly heart; 

Have wondered not all the glory the night, 
because knew the reason why, 

Nor the unspoiled newness early dawn. 


And have learned pray, hold heart peace. 
call not, you understood other things, 


Only child. 
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Conference the Teaching Religion 


Sister Immaculata Kramer, O.S.B. 


fruit year’s intensive study 
and experiment, Conference 
the Teaching Religion was held during 
the past summer session Mount St. 
Scholastica College, June 22-23, for the 
purpose vitalizing and improving reli- 
gious instruction all levels. Four sec- 
tional meetings: elementary, upper grade, 
high school, and college, addition 
two general sessions, made the delibera- 
tions practical and pointed. The Most 
Rev. Paul Schulte, Bishop Leaven- 
worth, opened the day celebrating 
Mass the St. Scholastica Chapel. 

Under the chairmanship the Rev. 
Sylvester Schmitz, O.S.B., dean St. 
Benedict’s College, the program began 
with address welcome the Rev. 
Mother Lucy Dooley, She urged 
that all activities first things put 
first without neglect those secondary 
importance, and that students taught 
follow the Benedictine motto: Ora 
labora. 

view the fact that the teachers 
spend part each day expounding the 
catechism, demonstration practical 
catechetical methods was presented 
the first general session the Rev. Aloy- 
sius Heeg, S.J., St. Louis University. 
began asking the audience imagine 
that they were second graders and 
their teacher. Then proceeded 
clarify most interesting and delight- 
ful manner, through the use his widely 
used and picture roll, the four 
methods catechist may use arouse 
interest and hold the attention his class, 
viz., how tell story, how show 
picture, how ask question, and how 
use piece chalk. clearly show- 
that teach children one must 
able speak language the pupil can 


understand. 

The next paper, given Brother Hila- 
Salle Military Academy, Kansas City, 
Missouri, dealt with the qualifications 
and training the religion teacher. 
Brother Hilary Bernard made emphatic 
the idea that until the teacher more 
than she does, she cannot hope become 
living praise God and inspiring 
example youth. The teacher must 
live the life she wishes impart the 
child for ‘‘Life comes only from life.” 

“Vitalizing Religious 
the Rev. Joseph Osdick, pastor Sacred 
Heart Church, Omaha, Nebraska, was 
the next address. The chief work the 
religion teacher, Father Osdick said, 
make Christ live and grow the 
hearts and souls the pupils. Therein 
undue emphasis memory work, mis- 
placed stressing authority the detri- 
Children must learn live their religion, 
for Christianity way life and 
the self-activity the pupil that makes 
practical Christian. 

The Rev. Hugh Farrington, 
Conception College, Conception, Mis- 
souri, gave paper Liturgy— 
The Basis All Catholic Education.” 
brought out very convincingly that 
through the liturgy especially that 
come face face with Christ. There 
the supernatural model all virtue, 
instructing, guiding, inspiring, perfecting 
the work sanctification begun with the 
surrender self God, through the 
Church and religious observance. 

His Excellency, Bishop Schulte, who 
was present the discussions throughout 
the first day, addressed the assembly be- 
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fore the close the session, offering ap- 
preciative comments the contributions 
made the four main speakers the 

day. also stressed the importance 

religion the Catholic school curriculum, 

showing that really the only justifi- 

cation for the existence our schools. 

Religion important that calls for 

the best preparation the part the 

teacher, that is, genuine love well 

knowledge her religion. This fact, 

said, presents challenge each teacher 

increase likeness the Master 

Teacher. 

The second day the Conference was 
given over four sectional meetings 
which ran simultaneously through the 
morning, while the afternoon was devoted 
the final general session. 

The primary division, comprising ap- 
proximately 120 primary teachers, met 
the college assembly room. Rev. 
Leo Ortman, O.S.B., served moderator, 
Sister Arsenia chairman. ‘The first 
speaker was Sister Mary Harold, who 
presented very effective discussion 
the catechism and how use it. Sister 
Paula was discussion leader for this paper. 
Sister Mechtild, with Sister Roberta 
discussion leader, presented with the use 
illustrations paper one the most 
important functions the primary teach- 
er, the Child How and When 
Pray.” ‘The next topic under con- 
sideration was demonstration Bible 
History Sister Mary Janice with Sister 
Wenceslaus discussion leader. The 
concluding topic was talk Sister 
Mary Paschal ‘‘Classroom Devices for 
the Religion 

The upper-grade division, comprising 
nearly 100 teachers, met the audito- 
rium. The Rev. John Gruber, O.S.B., 
served moderator and Sister Dionysia 
chairman. Three general topics were 
taken this division: biography, 
liturgy, and mental prayer. The first 
paper, entitled Formation 
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through Religious Biography,” was read 
Sister Fabiola with Sister Mary Wil- 
liam discussion leader. The general 
theme was that since children are all hero- 
worshippers they must have ideals 
those characters who are worthy imi- 
classroom, was found that definite 
lessons good biography will result 
personal interest the lives the saints 
and other worthwhile reading with 
noticeable falling off interest comics. 
Sister Andrea read paper ‘‘Methods 
Teaching the with Sister 
Mary Jane discussion leader. These 
Sisters described actual interesting proce- 
dures their classrooms which the 
children made miniature replicas al- 
tars, vestments, and other externals. 
teaching the value and appreciation 
the Mass itself the fact was stressed that 
children can led take active part 
the Mass through the use the 
missal. Projects worked out result 
the study were display proof 
the children’s interest. 

Sister Pierre, with Sister Simone dis- 
cussion leader, presented the topic 
mental prayer means vitalizing 
religion. was reminder that there 
are higher values which cannot seen 
heard children but which can 
grasped and deeply appreciated them. 
These Sisters summed experiments car- 
ried their classrooms which 
children were taught employ mental 
prayer with the good intention and the 
consciousness the presence God. 
both instances the teachers were empha- 
tic stating that they were impressed 
with the spiritual life evidenced during 
these they were 
termed. 

The final paper this section was giv- 
Sister Vivian the subject, 
room Devices for the Religion 
She brought out the varied possibilities 
there are using the capabilities 
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Class- 


child order make the work reli- 
gion more concrete. 

The high-school division, comprising 
some seventy-five teachers, met the 
west lounge. The Rev. Daniel O’Shea, 
O.S.B., served moderator and Sister 
Ambrose chairman. The opening 
paper, entitled and Content 
the High School Religion was 
given Sister Mary Angela, with Sister 
Faith discussion leader. plea was 
made for course that would include the 
Sacraments, the Commandments, the 
Liturgy, and Church History aid 
presenting the active and social mission 
the Church. Sister Audrey and Sister 
Dunstan effectively developed the idea 
that religion matter both intellect 
and will. Because this fact the teacher 
must keep constantly mind that reli- 
gion not merely something known 
cated these Sisters education that 
quickens the intelligence and enriches the 
mind, but fails develop the will and 
direct the practice virtue, may 
produce scholars but cannot produce good 
men and women. 

Sister Florence, librarian Mount St. 
Scholastica College, gave paper 
“Religion Through Biography,” With 
Sister Agnes discussion leader. They 
proposed the Life Christ the most 
prolific and fertile source inspiration 
and ideals for stabilizing the maturing 
youth. 

The college sectional meeting, compris- 
ing some forty teachers under the chair- 
manship Jerome, met the east 
lounge. The main topic under consider- 
ation was the content and sequence 
the college religion course. The Very 
Rev. Joseph Donovan, C.M., Rector 
Kenrick Seminary, Webster Groves, Mis- 
souri, led the discussion. stressed the 
necessity establishing unimpeach- 
able set values criteria for determin- 
ing content also the importance 


synchronizing religion and life. Sister 
Agnes Claire led the discussion Father 
Donovan’s paper. 

Another topic considered was 
Study Texts for the College Religion 
Sister Romana, with Miss 
Clare Nusbaum discussion leader. 
preparation for this discussion question- 
naire had been sent out eighty repre- 
sentative Catholic colleges determine 
the particular texts being used these 
institutions for their religion courses. 
The returns indicated great diversity 
practice among these Catholic insti- 
tutions. There was total some 
eighty-five titles listed, with noted pre- 
ference for three: Cooper, Religion Out- 
line for Colleges; Ellard, Christian Life 
and Worship; and Healy, Moral Guid- 
ance. 

Sister Benedicta, with Sister Helen 
discussion leader, developed the topic, 
Teaching Religion Col- 
agreed that the lecture and 
discussion method supplemented with 
student reports found give the best 
results. Religion Teacher Col- 
was the topic the Rev. Hugh 
Farrington, O.S.B., with discussion led 
Sister Imogene. 

The Rev. Sylvester Schmitz, O.S.B., 
discussed the perennial question, ‘‘Credit 
for Religion College.’’ was noted 
that ninety-five per cent the colleges 
answering the questionnaire indicated 
that they allow credit for Religion. 
Father Sylvester, however, was the 
opinion that the student should not pur- 
sue his religion course with the view 
earning academic credit, religion 
should not classed with the profane 
sciences. Religion should studied for 
its own sake with motive other 
than know, love, and serve God 
better. The Rev. Isidor Smith, O.S.B., 
added valuable comment from practical 
experience. 

The afternoon the second day was 
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devoted the second general meeting, 
which reports were made from the morn- 
ing sectional meetings. Each chairman 
giving concise summary what had 
been accomplished her particular sec- 
tional meeting made possible for all 
get bird’s-eye view what was 
achieved the four sectional meetings. 
There was also report high-school 
testing program religion Sister 
Malachy. Some two hundred and fifty 
high-school freshmen and seniors had 
been given Form the Religion Essen- 
tials Test September and Form 
April, order determine the percentile 
ranking these students. The compari- 
son made the rating the two forms, 
also comparisons between freshmen 
and seniors, which were graphically por- 
trayed, all showed marked and interesting 


changes the credit the students 


the teachers. 

the close the general session, plans 
for the coming year were announced. 
Advocating the Fine Arts School Curri- 
culum, Sister Geraldine and Sister Bernita 
gave suggestions for teachers keep 


mind the field music and art. These 
are the subjects considered 
pivotal during the academic year 1945- 
1946. 

special inspirational value and re- 
vealing the strong pulse truly Catholic 
heart our educational system was the 
display art, posters, booklets, special 
unit activities, and stimulating devices 
which had been successfully used the 
spiritual advantage the pupils 
various schools. Particularly interesting 
were the suggested methods familiariz- 
ing the students with the liturgy, which 
made for renewed realization that 
through the external acts liturgical 
worship that the Church seeks spiri- 
tualize her children and draw them into 
closer communication with Christ. 

this method intensive study and 
conference hoped stimulate interest 
and encourage improved methods every 
field teaching well more definite- 
coordinate the work being done 
the schools taught the Benedictine 
Sisters Atchison. 


FOR MOTHER 
Sister Faith Schuster, O.S.B. 


light the candles our hearts 
And say, sixty-five today!” 
And all your little ways and words 


You used say 


Come back us. this 


round the bend life, and smiling 
Into the afternoon, with hair more gray 
And step more slow, 


Then none who spend your birthday, 
Mother, shall ever fear the place 

Where youth meets age; for shall keep 
Your lovely face 


Before us, needing words 

tell that which we’ve understood: 
Life all sunlight, homing road, 
And God good. 
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Our Lady Montserrat 


Rev. Bonaventure Schwinn, O.S.B. 


Robert Louis Stevenson and Mode- 
stine had been touring the land Don 
Quixote and the Cid instead the Ceven- 
nes 1878, they might have discovered 
Montserrat instead the quiet and com- 
monplace little monastery Our Lady 
the Snows, about which Stevenson 
Donkey.” And Montserrat they 
would have found romance, for 
mountain haunted the memories 
old, mysterious, far-off things and chival- 
rous, heroic, and impossible events that 
happened long ago, never happened 
all outside the imagination some medi- 
eval romancer. Like the snows that fall 
upon some mountains and never melt, 
legends and history have been collecting 
about Montserrat for nearly the whole 
the Christian era. 

Thirty-five miles northwest Barce- 
lona the montain called Montserrat rises 
abruptly from the plain Sardanola 
elevation four thousand feet, com- 
manding view the whole Catalonia 
and much Aragon. looks down 
upon Barcelona and out across the spark- 
ling blue waters the Mediterranean. 
clear day one can see the Balearic 
Islands lying like dim cloud the 

horizon one hundred and 

twenty miles away. the north and 
west the white peaks the Pyrenees, 
that separate Spain from France, look 
surprisingly close the clear mountain 
air. 

Montserrat probably means the serrat- 
ed, saw-like mountain, although accord- 
ing some authorities the name should 
Monsagrat, the sacred mountain. 
early Christian legend accounts for the 


Reprinted from The Commonweal, August 12, 
1938, with permission. 


fantastic rock formations that make the 
mountain’s rim look like the teeth 
Cyclopean saw the earthquake that 
occurred the time the Crucifixion. 
The invading Arabs saw the parade 
rugged pinnacles line sentries and 
called them ‘‘the stone watch-men.” 
places the towering columns are like the 
pipes vast organ. And the eve- 
ning, when darkness has settled upon the 
plain below and the red and gold light 
the setting sun still glows upon the 
peaks, seeming set them fire, they 
sometimes resemble huge burning tapers. 
“Another mountain,” says Charles Dud- 
ley Warner, airy, grotesque and flame- 
like does not exist.” 

Lying notch the mountain side 
elevation three thousand feet, the 
Benedictine abbey Our Mont- 
recalls the old hexameter verses: 


Bernardus montes Benedictus amabat, 
Oppida Franciscus, celebres Dominicus urbes. 


reached from Barcelona excel- 
lent automobile road and railway, 
which, for the last five miles the ascent 
from the village Monistrol, the 
rack-and-pinion type. Both routes climb 
hills covered with vineyards, wind through 
lemon and olive groves and look down 
upon ever-changing panoramas breath- 
taking beauty. modern times the 
abbey has been noted for its school 
music, which Spaniards claim the oldest 
the world, and for its library valu- 
able manuscripts. The present Prefect 
the Vatican Library, Dom Anselm 
Albareda, who succeeded Cardinal Mer- 
cati 1936, comes from Montserrat, 
where was formerly charge the 
abbey library. But Montserrat’s great- 
est glory Santa Imagen, 
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Moreneta, small wooden statue the 
Blessed Virgin. supposed have 
been made Saint Luke and brought 
Barcelona Saint Peter the 
year 50. 

The statue stands niche concealed 
two velvet curtains above the high 
altar the church. Not quite life-size, 
black with age. The figure the 
Madonna robed gold tunic, which 
covered mantle brocaded gold, 
and her head she wears veil rare 
old lace and heavy, jeweled gold crown 
wonderful workmanship. Her richly 
shod feet rest upon cushion. her right 
hand ball representing the world, and 
her left hand supports the figure the 
Divine Infant and holds sceptre. The 
figure the Infant also vested bro- 
caded gold and wears crown. Before the 
civil war, the curtains were parted and 
the statue exposed for veneration only 
once day, ten o’clock the morning. 
The principal feast Our Lady Mont- 
serrat September the feast the 
Nativity the Blessed Virgin. 

The story the miraculous statue 
inseparably bound with the legendary 
account the founding the abbey and 
the building the church. Migne gives 
the legend reported the old chronic- 
ler. One evening the year 880, under 
the rule Geoffroy Velu, Count 
Barcelona, three young shepherds saw 
great light descend from the sky and 
the same time they smelled the fra- 
grance jasmine and heard music 
heavenly sweetness. They went home 
and told their parents what they had seen 
and heard. Came the bailiff and the 
bishop Manresa, village ten miles 
north Montserrat, and great crowd 
peasants from the neighborhood. They 
too saw the light, which came down and 
rested over cave the mountain side. 
Upon searching the cave they found the 
statue the Blessed Virgin. They at- 
tempted transfer Manresa, but 
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when reached certain spot, those who 
carried were unable move farther. 
The miracle was interpreted signify 
the Blessed Virgin’s desire that church 
her honor built the spot beyond 
which the statue could not moved. 
And this, according the legend, was 
the origin the church and abbey 
Montserrat. But Mabillon, after care- 
ful study the evidence, regarded cer- 
tain the existence church Montser- 
rat long before the year 880. may well 
that during the invasion Catalonia 
the Moors 717, the statue was hidden 
and later its place concealment for- 
gotten, and that after being lost for more 
than century and half was found 
shepherds 880. Whatever truth 
there may the story the finding 
the statue, the date officially given for 
the fouuding the monastery 1031, 
when colony monks from Ripoll, 
northern Catalonia, established them- 
selves Montserrat. 

Richard Wagner drew the inspiration 


for both the words and music his last 


great drama, from the epic 
poem Wolfram von Eschenbach, who 
lived about 1300. Wagner follows the 
medieval German legends locating the 
castle the Holy Grail Montserrat, 
but calls Monsalvat, and gives 
the name the knight, Sir Percivale, 
Parsifal. action the 
say the directions, “is laid the terri- 
tory and castle Monsalvat, the 
northern mountain ranges northern 
Spain. Klingsor’s magic castle 
southern slope the same mountains, 
looking toward Moorish Spain.” 
According legend, the Holy Grail 
was the cup used Our Lord the Last 
Supper and Joseph Arimathea. 
catch the Precious Blood when Christ’s 
side was pierced hung upon the 
cross. Some accounts the Grail legend 
tell how Joseph carried the cup, which 
possessed miraculous powers, Mar- 
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seilles, France, while others say that 
was taken England. ver- 
sion, given the cup and 
the lance with which Our Lord’s side was 
pierced were given into the custody 
the pure knight, Titurel, who built for 
them magnificent sanctuary Mon- 
salvat. growing old, appoints 
his son, Amfortas, succeed him chief 
the knights, who guard the Holy Grail 
and the sacred lance. the castle 
Monsalvat lives Klingsor, who has been 
refused admission into the company 
the knights the Grail. Deeply resent- 
ing this slight, has vowed vengeance. 
bring about the downfall the 
knights, uses the flower maidens, 
who live magic garden near his castle. 
last, trusting the power the sacred 
lance, Amfortas goes put end 
Klingsor’s wicked enchantments. But 
falls victim the blandishments 
Kundry and loses both his peace con- 
science and the lance. With his enemy 
inflicts wound upon him which nothing 
can heal. Amfortas returns sorrow 
Monsalvat. After suffering much from 
remorse account his sin and his 
inability find remedy for his wound, 
sees vision and hears voice pro- 
claiming that will redeemed 
guileless fool made wise through pity, who 
pure The guileless fool 
Parsifal, who appears, goes quest 
the lance, and successfully resists the 
wiles Kundry. Klingsor hurls the 
lance him, but remains suspended 
above his head. Parsifal takes and re- 
turns the castle the Grail. After 
reclaiming Kundry heals Amfortas’s 
wound the touch the lance, exposes 
the Holy Grail for veneration, and be- 
comes king the knights. 

For many centuries the shrine Our 
Lady Montserrat has been place 
pilgrimage; and had there been Spanish 
Chaucer, would have found the 
road Montserrat colorful setting and 


rich material for parallel Can- 
terbury Before the summer 
1936, more than 60,000 pilgrims visited 
the sanctuary annually. has been 
especially popular with newly-married 
couples, because Spain the blessing 
Moreneta thought insure happy 
wedded life. But one pilgrim Mont- 
serrat stands out above all others. After 
recovering from the wounds had re- 
ceived the defense Pampeluna 
against the French May 20, 1521, Igna- 
tius Loyola went Montserrat, where 
after three days self-examination 
made general confession. gave his 
horse the monastery, his rich and 
courtly apparel the poor, and put 
sack-cloth. Hanging his sword and 
dagger pillar Our Lady’s altar, 
kept vigil arms before the miraculous 
statue the night preceding the feast 
the Annunciation, 1522. was take 
arms again, but they were the 
arms the spirit. daybreak at- 
tended Mass, received Holy Communion, 
and slipped away unobserved before the 
crowds pilgrims began arrive for the 
celebration the feast. inscription 
marble tablet the shrine com- 
memorates the vigil Saint Ignatius kept 
there. reads: 


Ignatius Loyola hic multa prece fletuque, 
Deo Virginique devovit. Hic, tanquam 

armis spiritualibus, sacco muniens, pernoc- 
tavit. Hinc Societatem Jesu fundandam 
prodiit, anno 1522. Laurentius Nicto, 
abbas, dicavit anno 1603. 


(Here Ignatius Loyola, mingling his tears 
with his prayers, dedicated himself God 
and the Blessed Virgin. fortified 
all-night From here went forth 
found the Society Jesus the year 1522. 
Abbot Lawrence Nicto consecrated this 
stone 1603.) 


The next few months Saint Ignatius spent 
cave near Manresa, where devoted 
himself penance and prayer and where 
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began write his famous book, The 
Spiritual Exercises. 

According recent report from 
Spain, the statue Our Lady the 
church Montserrat the time was 
taken over the Leftist government was 
only imitation that had been substi- 
tuted for the original several years ago 
when the danger Communist perse- 
cution the Church Catalonia first 
arose. The hiding-place the original, 
claimed, known only three mem- 
bers the abbey Montserrat. this 
report true, mystery may develop 
Spain similar that the whereabouts 
Saint Cuthbert’s body Durham 
Cathedral. From the twelfth century 
the sixteenth the shrine Saint Cuthbert 
Durham was the most popular center 
devotion the north England. The 
saint’s body was hidden the monks 
before the cathedral was robbed its 
treasures under Henry VIII 1542, and 
there story that since the reformation 
the place concealment has been close- 
guarded secret known only three 
English Benedictine abbots. When one 
the three dies, the surviving two com- 
municate the secret third. 

Mysterious Montserrat with its mira- 
culous statue has been looking down upon 
Barcelona and the Mediterranean, be- 
holding the varied pageant Spanish 
life, during all the centuries European 
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civilization. has seen the shuttle his- 
tory move from comedy tragedy and 
back again many times. has seen the 
coming the Moors the eighth century 
and their going the fifteenth; the rise 
the great Spanish universities and the 
building the graceful Gothic cathedrals; 
the heroism Spain’s many saints; the 
glory the vast empire Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and Charles and Philip II, 
when fleets proud galleons filled the 
Spanish treasury with the fabulous gold 
the New World. And has seen the 
great empire crumble and disintegrate, 
until almost nothing was left. 
Through all, unchanged the midst 
change, preserving its calm, with air 
peace and permanence, the old moun- 
tain brings mind the words the great 
Spanish mystic, Saint Teresa Avila: 

Let nothing disturb thee, 

Let nothing affright thee: 

All passeth away; 

God only shall stay. 
The strange and glamorous mountain has 
witnessed many wonders, and the 
twentieth century has beheld new 
glory come pass; such old Spain had 
never known before, the glory 
Spain turned red, not with Anarchism 
and Communism, but with deeper dye, 
when thousands martyrs have written 
their blood new epic Christian 
faith and fortitude. 
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The Chicago Workshop the Liberal Arts 


Sister Alfred Schroll, O.S.B. 


MONG the various workshops con- 
ducted the University Chicago 
last summer was the Liberal Arts Work- 
shop sponsored the North Central 
Association. Originating outgrowth 
report made the Association 
1938 the inadequacies subject-mat- 
ter preparation secondary teachers, 
committee was formed for the purpose 
expressed its title, “For the Training 
Secondary Teachers Liberal Arts 
the course its first major 
study, described the report Dr. Rus- 
sell Cooper, Better Colleges Better Teach- 
ers, the committee came the conclusion 
that the most effective way improving 
teachers improve the liberal arts 
college. This conclusion based the 
fact that the small, church-related, inde- 
pendent, liberal arts college prepares 
about one-half the secondary teachers 
within the twenty-state area served 
the North Central Association. 
then, this committee interested bet- 
tering the total college program, and the 
workshop sponsored has come 
known the North Central Workshop 
Higher Education or, for short, the 
Liberal Arts Workshop. 


accommodate the seventy-seven 
colleges that had enrolled the new co- 
operative opened last spring 
the N.C.A. commission, two workshops 
were organized for the summer 1945. 
One was held the University Min- 
nesota during the early summer, and the 
other the University Chicago during 
the month August. The same co- 
cordinators directed both workshops and, 
are told, much the same manner. 

Enrolled the Chicago workshop were 


fifty-five faculty members representing 
forty-four colleges. each workshop- 
per registered was permitted choose 
which the four scheduled seminars 
would enter. was recommended that 
attend and participate actively not 
more than two, although was left free 
visit those seminars which had 
not enrolled whenever felt inclined 
so. 

Each seminar met three times week 
one and one-half hour sessions. Be- 
sides the seminar there was the general 
session which met each morning nine 
was attended not only the 
members the North Central Workshop 
but also those the General Educa- 
tion Workshop. ‘Thus average the 
attendance each seminar was about 
twenty-five, and the general sessions 
about seventy-five. 


The Workshop General 


Before entering into the details the 
Chicago workshop might use 
survey cursorily the rise the workshop 
movement, and note the leading 
features and methods characteristic the 
workshop general. formal educa- 
tional institution the workshop com- 
paratively recent origin, having arisen 
within the last decade. Brief though its 
period development, the educational 
workshop now takes its place with such 
long-established institutions the educa- 
tional conference and the institute. 

offers its services chiefly teachers, 
and teachers interested any all 
levels, that say, elementary, 
secondary, and higher education. 
unlimited scope also regards sub- 
ject matter. Besides the regular curri- 
culum subjects, such aspects education 
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human development, rural-life trends, 
and inter-American relations have been 
made the central subject for cooperative 
study organized workshop. 

The query why the purpose 
the workshop could not have been realiz- 
through the already existing institu- 
tions might well raised. attempt- 
ing answer this query, are led 
obtain somewhat intimate view 
the distinguishing characteristics the 
workshop together with the need which 
gave rise it. 


Features the Workshop 


Like artisan’s workshop scien- 
tist’s laboratory, the educational work- 
shop limited the number partici- 
pants, thus guaranteeing common fel- 
lowship and spirit familiarity and 
informality. Personal conferences and 
informal meetings are not only possible 
but frequent. 

Having come together solve com- 
mon problems perform common 
experiment, the members workshop, 
although they may have come from dis- 
tant places, are motivated common in- 
terests and meet common ground. 
Should diversity wishes preferences 
arise, should the enrollment become 
unwieldy, the technique the workshop 
offers ready solution calling for sub- 
divisions along lines similar interests. 

Like the performance laboratory 
experiment, too, the program the 
educational workshop not precon- 
ceived plan rigidly adhered to. In- 
stead takes shape the course ad- 
vances, and the various steps and the 
general direction are determined the 
participants under the helpful guidance 
the coordinators. The results achieved 
are of, by, and for the workshoppers. 

The foregoing does not preclude intel- 
ligent and experienced leadership. The 
director, who also known the co- 
ordinator, may may not official 
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rank and capacity his own school 
system similar that the average 
workshopper; his appointment work- 
shop leadership based his record 
ability and experience. Moreover, work- 
shops are located centers where expert 
educators, resource men, and adequate 
equipment for the particular workshop 
are available. 


Satisfactory Alternative 


Regarding the need which has given 
rise the workshop movement, might 
pointed out that the friendly familiari- 
among participants and the flexibility 
characteristic the workshop 
are not featured prominently other 
educational devices such the institute 
the conference. Furthermore, these 
latter are much shorter-lived per season 
and less closely knit subject matter. 
other words the older institutions de- 
vote less time wider scope subject 
matter arranged according precon- 
ceived, and therefore rather rigid, plan. 

The average school teacher, after 
several years practice, particularly 
his professional experience has been large- 
restricted one school system, feels 
definite need for some form refresher 
course, for experience which will 
modernize well revitalize his teach- 
ing personality. fill this need, the 
educational institute and conference have 
been found inadequate several counts. 

One might turn, then, the sabbatical 
leave, provision whereby the routinous 

(or rutty) professor rejuvenated 
through travel, rest, This op- 
portunity, however, has never been uni- 
versally offered, and war and post-war 
years tends greatly restricted. 

Finally, there the regular summer 
session with courses drawn fit 
every conceivable need. Here have 
adequate time devoted specific subjects 
presented the light modern research. 
Nevertheless the average teacher, once 
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has been equipped with formal training 
and degree, not inclined, after ex- 
hausting year teaching, lay down one 
burden only take another. 
too weary notes, lectures, and examina- 
tions submit more the same hum- 
drum even his position relative the 
chair reversed. 


Advantages Workshop 


satisfactory alternative the work- 
shop left. Only through patronizing 
can teachers spend most profitably and 
least taxingly from three ten weeks 
their summer vacation. While regaling 
themselves socially they are catching 
with the modern trends and methods 
which their full schedule the school 
year prevented them from following 
closely they would have liked. Through 
pleasant exchange ideas, through 
enjoyable pooling experience, through 
invaluable information and inspiration 
received from fellows, leaders, and noted 
guest speakers, fine, through the work- 
shop clearing house theory and 
practice, its members are personally and 
professionally renewed and advanced. 

Through the democratic procedures 
employed the workshop from its first 
planning its last evaluation, the work- 
shopper led feel, almost unconscious- 
were, that has integral con- 
tribution make the group, and that 
the measure benefit will derive 
from the course will depend his per- 
sonal participation. finds himself 
special committee whose purpose 
formulate report larger group 
the workshop whole. Again, 
takes active part presenting public 
participant round-table discussion. 
Last but not least, interested 
listener and occasional contributor 
the general discussions which follow the 
formal presentations. 


The North Central Workshop: Membership 


Returning the Chicago workshop, 
learn from the informal self-introduc- 
tions the members that nearly all 
cases they were sent delegates their 
respective faculties. For this reason they 
entered the course with sense added 
responsibility, first, contribute the 
group information about any distinctive 
features their own institutions that 
might use others; secondly, 
note carefully with view reporting 
their home staffs any new and salient 
suggestions thrown out others. And 
since, with few exceptions, these work- 
shoppers represented the small church- 
related liberal arts colleges, they had 
much gain from the exchange. They 
had come from common background; 
they met common ground; and 
they hoped travel the same road, 
clearing the same hurdles the future. 
The degree similarity the attitudes 
and interests among the various members 
was reassuring. decidedly Christian 
atmosphere pervaded the general ex- 
pression aims and ideals. All were in- 
tent preserving and promoting the 
liberal arts aspects higher education. 

would incorrect say, however, 
that the North Central Workshop any 
pressure was brought bear the 
membership seek mold their respec- 
tive institutions after common pattern. 
the contrary, was distinctly stated 
the secretary the sponsoring com- 
mission that within the North Central 
Association the present trend toward 
autonomy and individuality rather than 
toward standardization colleges. Spe- 
cific aims and goals justify the existence 
the small independent college. The 
workshop wishes merely contribute 
the more complete realization these 
ends. 


The Seminar 


already mentioned, the Chicago 
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workshop functioned chiefly through the 
seminar and the general session. 
might well inferred from the reference 
the average number attendance 
each, the seminar lent itself much more 
readily informality and mutual ex- 
change ideas. Also the fact that each 
seminary attracted its group through sub- 
ject matter made for greater mutuality 
interest. 

The seminar functioned through vari- 
ous types discussions: some were open- 
guest speaker who then answered ques- 
tions and presided the discussion which 
followed others were panel round-table 
forums presented group drawn from 
the seminar membership. Previous 
the presentation the group would meet 
informally sundry times plan and 
organize its forum. 

The central themes around one 
which each the four seminars was built 
are curriculum, instruction, guidance, 
and teacher-training. Apparently these 
four angles were thought the major 
vantage points from which attack the 
over-all problem improving the total 
college program. 

the curriculum seminar emphasis 
was placed such aspects the general 
education movement the restoration 
required courses, the reduction elec- 
tives, and the introduction integrated 
courses. the instruction seminar stress 
was laid the importance institu- 
tional objectives and the student angle 
working out methods instruction and 
evaluation. The guidance seminar, 
its very nature, tended unrestricted 
its interest the various phases 
student life. pointed out specifically 
and repeatedly, however, that much “ad- 
students should give way 
develop them independent and inte- 
grated personalities. ‘The writer did not 
attend the seminar teacher training. 
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Since each the seminars was con- 
cerned ultimately with the improvement 
the liberal arts college, regardless 
the immediate objective indicated the 
title the seminar, clear line could 
drawn between the four groups. Fre- 
quently the same topic came for dis- 
cussion the different seminars. This 
was particularly true the vaguely and 
variously understood term 
was bandied about those who could 
not agree its meaning, and was 
hinted those who had evidently wit- 
nessed its practical application, key 
the solution many modern college 
problem. With due respect for all con- 
cerned, may said that the early 
queries the implications the con- 
cept were tabled for later treatment, and 
that the topic was subsequently men- 
tioned, the postponing its analysis 
built the expectation many wait- 
ing workshopper. 

The time came. panel average 
workshoppers, student-teachers, were as- 
signed and accepted the baffling task 
explaining integration. They had devot- 
time research the inexplicable; 
they had learned what specialists had 
say about it; yet they, our panel speakers, 
could not agree among themselves. One 
was sure the key the correct understand- 
ing integration lay this; another, 
that; still another realized that will al- 
ways remain indefinable, but can 
achieved nevertheless. The question was 
then thrown out the floor. Questions 
and comments indicated that all present 
agreed that integration desirable, even 
indispensable the education youth. 
And have integration was agreed also, 
there must some some 
“core around which all stu- 
dent-teacher relations are focused. 
But here the agreement ended and the 
discussion bogged down. Suggestions 
that the individual interests the student 
might considered supreme value 


failed general acceptance; likewise un- 
acceptable was the suggestion that the 
student future member society. 
The group was the opinion that the 
question was now one the hierarchy 
values, and that arbitrary matter. 
varies with individuals: one answer 
the only correct one. And this group 
represented church-related college facul- 
ties. 


The General Session 


The general sessions, rule, were 
conducted more formally and covered 
wider range topics than did the semi- 
nars, thus serving complement the 
seminar program. The greater part 
the meeting would filled out- 
standing speaker, usually noted speci- 
alist man wide prestige; the re- 
mainder the period would devoted 
general discussion, the speaker the 
day presiding. 

drawing the program assembly 
speakers the interests the workshop- 
pers had been consulted. the 
course list suggestions suitable 
persons who would available was given 
the members which they might indi- 
cate their preferences. this way the 
opportunity hearing more great speak- 
ers comparatively close range and 
within brief period month was 
greater than couid likely have been pro- 
vided under any other arrangement. 

must suffice make reference one 
such general session. The speaker was 
Robert Hutchins, Chancellor the 
University Chicago, and his subject 
was one his favorites, ‘“The Significance 
the Liberal Arts this 
occasion only the members the North 
Central and the General Education Work- 
shops were admitted. When outsiders 
dejectedly wondered why they could not 
share the boon which would suffer loss 
the extension, the insiders realized 


more fully the unique opportunity that 
was theirs. seems not overstate- 
ment say that the experience hearing 
but few the noted speakers who ad- 
dressed the Chicago workshop would, 
itself, have been ample recompense for 
attending the workshop. 


Follow-ups 


There remains described one 
major feature the Chicago workshop, 
feature which the heart the entire 
program. the provision that before 
the close the term each workshopper 
shall draw up, after due consideration, 
tentative plan for institutional study 
which proposes submit his faculty 
for adoption. This study will presum- 
ably consist cooperative attack 
some problem pertinent the college 
with view improvement. 

this way the benefits the work- 
shop not cease with the course, nor 
are they restricted the immediate par- 
ticipants. assist carrying out the 
study each institution, literature from 
the workshop headquarters sent month- 
all enrolled colleges; each favored 
with visit from one the coordinators 
the course the school year; and last- 
ly, regional week-end conferences which 
faculty members, particularly subject- 
matter teachers, are urged attend, are 
held occasionally during the year. 

Through these follow-ups the fruits 
the workshop are distributed ever 
widening circles: first the participating 
college faculties, which independent 
units cannot fail respond favorably; 
then the wider circle the correspond- 
ing student bodies who are the immediate 
beneficiaries the entire movement; and, 
finally, the still greater circle the 
associates these students and society 
whole, upon whom are ultimately 
radiated the services the liberal arts 
program. 
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concluding observation might 
remarked that the potentialities the 
workshop device should even greater 
when employed Catholic college facul- 
ties. Among these there exists greater 
accord the philosophy education 
and life. Catholic college teach- 
the scale values not arbitrary 
thing; should have little difficulty 
recognizing the interest” 
aspect” around which all student activi- 
ties should integrated. 

But knowledge not identified 
with practice. Desire departmental 
excellence, for example, may, unbeknown 
the Catholic teacher, cloud his vision 


CIENTIFIC, broad, and accurate 
knowledge, long experience, vital 
personality, dynamic presentation, unique 
pedagogical methods, Catholic philosophy 
are some the words that characterize 
the person Dr. Harry Seitz and the 
inspirational music course given Mount 
St. Scholastica College him August 
13-18, 

The essence the week’s work, which 
was year’s procedure miniature, was 
synthesized into the advice: Get the 
teaching the done the 
students can arrive at, grasp, and enjoy 
the spiritual and aesthetic values 
music. 

Doctor Seitz’s first appearance one- 
thirty the afternoon assured all that 
here was man who knew his subject, 
who was enthusiastic apostle its 
correct presentation, who had rich per- 
sonality vibrant with the gifts great 
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Dr. Harry Seitz: Appreciation 


Sister Gertrude Winter, O.S.B. 


the ultimate aims Catholic educa- 
tion. Workshop procedures should re- 
store proper perspectives. 

Furthermore the 
prove highly effective the various sub- 
ject-matter fields the college well 
serving its general aspects. One be- 
ginning along the line the particular 
subject-matter field deserves special ap- 
proval. The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, has sent out pre- 
liminary notice relative the organiza- 
tion workshop the social sciences 
which plans conduct its campus 
hoped that this pioneer and praiseworthy 
enterprise will generously patronized 
and widely imitated the years ahead. 


leader, who, above all, had reverence 
for the supra-human possibilities music 
tool for training the physical, mental, 
and spiritual side youth. His initial 
lecture highlighted the aims and purposes 
music teaching, reinforced the sagging 
enthusiasm the usually overloaded 
music teacher, and gave her new, en- 
larged, and liberating view her posi- 
tion and its possibilities. 

teaching music, any other sub- 
ject, the use the absolutely correct 
word for idea hyperessential. Who 
does not remember with reminiscent 
mental ache the confusion his own 
mind over time signature, metre, note 
values, and such like bugaboos? One 
idea time presented with painstaking 
attention fineness detail and exact- 
ness terminology will undoubtedly etch 
the child’s mind definite outline and 
pattern that will encompass and accom- 
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modate all future music knowledge within 
its clearly traced limits. 

The presentation individual note 
values matter duration and dura- 
tion only, and the retention that dura- 
tion under all circumstances will simplify 
the process teaching. This method 
excludes both the older idea division, 
which note was cut into four segments 
illustrate the quarter note, and also 
the idea addition, which the four 
quarters the six eighths any the 
“57 varieties” are added. One would 
need make only casual visit any 
the parochial schools the Arch- 
diocese Detroit see that such 
method successful. 

Rhythm then becomes easy feeling 
the pulse note which conceived 
the eighth note rather than the quarter 
note. Any complete gesture includes 
two motions and down, back- 
ward and forward. Blessed idea which 
immediately gives the punctum its right- 
ful place! Not only the punctum thus 
recognized, but directly associated 
with the general musical background. 
Principles Gregorian chant and 
church music are taught connection 
with the principles secular music and 
both kinds music have place the 
daily program. ‘This removes the bar- 
riers which previously have been placed 
around church music ourselves when 
limited its teaching one day week, 
and very effectually removes the dislike, 
even hatred, engendered this proce- 
dure. Any subject presented thus 
class advertises itself bitter dose that 
must sugar-coated the rarity 
occurrence. 

Special stress placed the ability 
sing any sized interval from any given 
pitch either above below the said note. 
This process bound produce readers 
music who can sing, recognize, and 
hear mentally not only any interval 
given key, but any interval independent 


key, other words, the absolute in- 
terval. This ability priceless when 
singer faced with modern composition 
written atonality. All guiding marks 
fail this point and the rudder key- 
feeling flounders hopelessly. One great 
aid this development independent 
interval recognition the singing 
series eight notes from any tone the 
diatonic scale. Again, not only the 
perception distance sharpened but the 
feeling for mode established. Another 
indispensable concomitant aid the 
recognition interval, distance be- 
tween notes, thorough knowledge 
the keyboard. 

The correct principles breathing, 
voice production, tone and breath control 
are presented with crystal clearness side 
side with theory, owing exact 
knowledge the physical apparatus and 
wide experience teaching. All these 
so-called mechanics singing are 
many steps the chamber beauty 
where the actual singing song 
spiritual experience acting restraint 
the physical, including relish for the 
supersensual, and offering outlet for 
the emotions and ideals that color the 
existence the adolescent. 

Doctor Seitz advises thorough but not 
slow teaching. The actual process 
learning sing merely preliminary 
the vitalizing force exercised over 
individual soul the thrilling experience 
grasping spiritual ideal, making 
part one’s being, and then giving ex- 
pression the beauteous idea through 
sound and rhythm such way that 
impinges the spiritual perception 
others and carries them higher level 
the order beauty. 

That why the choice music 
important. Doctor Seitz uses 
songs other than those that express the 
purest love the purest beauty. His 
thesis that children want music and 
want beautiful music much they 
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want honorable father and good 
mother. Their ideals are the clouds 
and must nourished the stuff 
Heaven other influences will pander 
their lower nature. This just what 
true education wants avoid. Hence 
music, quote Doctor Seitz, 
most potent factor training. After the 
physical control, then comes enjoy- 
ment the spiritual. ‘The music teacher 
teaching divine This point 
view the correct one and stands 
violent opposition the one which advo- 
cates teaching Mamma” 
the ‘That making music 
harlot instead the Queen standing 
clothed truth and beauty. 

All music theory presented Doc- 
tor Seitz has Catholic philosophy its 
touchstone. scales close- 
related family gives the impetus for 
numerous allusions the proper func- 
tion mother and father the home, 
the conduct sons and daughters, and 
the harmony and cooperation all. 
The singing song like lady 
shepherdess sheep’’ teaches purity 
more effectually than does glib recita- 
tion the words the Sixth Command- 
ment. Not only for aesthetic reasons 
but for its spiritual values and its phil- 
osophical conception truth does music 
stand the handmaiden Divine 
worship. 

The task the parochial school 
see that its children learn sing the 
Mass with intelligent appreciation and 
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artistic finish. agreement with St. 
Augustine’s statement, 
assures the child God 
his inalienable right give vent the 
surging exultation caused the good- 
ness and the beauty the Creator. The 
corporate worship the sung Mass 
the ultimate and most important goal 
group singing. Percy Grainger 
lecture once said that the, highest form 
music was its use corporate ex- 
pression universal emotion. Faith, 
contrition, trust, hope, surrender, love, 
are the emotions the sung Mass clothed 
the most beautiful garments that man 
can produce out his own store en- 
dowments. 

Needless say the week was one 
supercharged energy making the highest 
demands mental absorption and con- 
centration powers well the depths 
one’s spiritual perceptions and capacity 
for intense participation. 
however, the reservoirs new ideas 
teaching, wider horizons attainment, 
and deeper appreciation the spiritual 
values music were all filled over- 
flowing. ‘The inspiration and enthusiasm 
instilled into all those who heard Doctor 
Seitz promised plentiful sowing and 
point prolific burgeoning the 
numerous schoolrooms over six states 
where Catholic parochial school children 
will profit from the untiring labor and 
zeal one the greatest Catholic 
leaders the United States. 
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OLUMES have been written about 
St. Benedict, the founder Western 
monasticism, who lived more than four- 
teen centuries ago, but one may search 
vain for lengthy accounts the life and 
works his saintly sister. St. Bede 
accepts the tradition which ‘‘makes him 
twin with his sister 

If, then, the literature the ages recog- 
nizes true the character sketch 
ten once for all,” says Bishop Hedley, “by 
Gregory the his Dialogues, 
seems reasonable that believe that 
charming chapter which tells the last 
meeting between Benedict, Bennet, 
and his sister Scholastica, three days be- 
fore her death. 

Accepting those character sketches 
the brother and sister penned Gre- 
gory, may not allow our imagination 
review the household scenes which 
these children grew from childhood 
youth the Italian town Nursia? 
Here shall visit the home certain 
nobleman the year 480, the honor- 
able Euproprius hastened tell his wife’s 
brother that all was well, and yet that 
events had taken unlooked-for turn. 

“What, think you, have our 
asked the excited Nursian. 

answered the brother-in-law, 
for the lustre those dark eyes could 
mean nothing else. 

“Try again,” urged Euproprius. 

questioned the other 
doubtfully, for son and heir had been 
expected. 

“Both!” exploded the Nursian. 

Locking each other’s arms, the two men 
fairly ran back the house and tip-toed 
into the birth chamber. Gallantly they 
congratulated the new matron being 


Saint Scholastica, The Other Twin 


Sister Romana Farrell, O.S.B. 


victorious hostess two precious souls, 
for this was truly Christian family. 

The two men looked with awe the 
bits humanity the one crying lustily, 
the other sweetly composed sleep. 
Little did the father dream that these 
twins were the children destiny. Little 
did the servant, Cyrilla, now chosen 
the nurse foster-mother, realize that 
her efforts quiet the active boy would 
result long attachment, one which 
might well arouse the jealousy the 
Roman matron had her nature been less 
noble. Nor did the father foresee that 
the wax-like sweetness his little daugh- 
ter was the portent pure soul, pliable 
the hand Divine Providence, yet 
ivory its resistless achievement vic- 
tories over the strong and good. 

The Nursian household was pulse 
with the life these dynamic twins for 
some fifteen twenty years, they grew 
tender affection and typical emula- 
tion. The boy named Benedict soon 
proved himself high-minded, ambi- 
tious, dominating, and passionate, yet 
having strangely wise and mature 
character; the girl called Scholastica was 
ever sweet, docile, winning, yet strong 
her power over hearts. 

From early childhood there began 
life-long pitting wills and wits, daily 
clashing decisions; sometimes both 
wanting the same thing, sometimes the 
one opposing the other’s desires, some- 
times one winning the decision, sometimes 
the other. Year after year saw the ac- 
commodation the one the other 
true Christian yielding and well-tested 
leadership, both learning seek for the 
highest good the outcome. 

His friends were hers; her friends, his— 
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far the customs the Roman 


family would permit. They played 
their games together and with other 
children the neighborhood. the 
boys the group became more rough and 
rowdy, Scholastica often saw the 
luminous eyes her brother look 
fear and concern for her, then relief 
she scuttled aside while the young 
the mad stampede their 
expeditions. Benedict would then im- 
mediately assume air unconcern lest 
she seem inferior and feel hurt his 
over-solicitude. 

they matured, young Benedict gave 
every promise future greatness. Well 
groomed, alert, virile, seemed fitting 
heir his father’s ambitions. The other 
twin, comely, winsome, engaging, was not 
satisfied with the life generally lived 
the maidens her time. She eagerly 
shared the intellectual pursuits her 
brother conned the great volumes 
gradually offered for his education. Thus 
was whetted the intellectual acumen 
the almost inseparable twins. 

But the boy was given additional 
advantages the public schools Rome. 
Thus separation must come.. Scholasti- 
ca’s loneliness was softened somewhat 
the fact that the good old nurse, Cyrilla, 
accompanied Benedict Rome and look- 
after his needs. Then there were 
vacation periods when the boy returned 
home for brief visits. such times 
may have told her breathless stories 
trips which and other students made 
the tombs the apostles and martyrs, 
entering those dark vaults where 
Christian heroes were laid rest. The 
other twin may have chafed the 
thought that she was girl and was 
not allowed such freedom for holy ex- 
ploits. 

time went on, however, Scholastica 
noted certain reluctance the part 
her brother share with her the volumes 
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which brought home from school. 
These were rolled parchment, the 
codex form which had been use some 
two hundred years. Occasionally, too, 

expressed thorough disgust and disap- 

proval some his schoolmates. She 
noted, too, clouding perplexity his 
eyes certain evasion her pure and 
searching glance. Could the sayings 
the pagan philosophies sway his mind 
dull the lustre his glowing faith? 
Could the songs and laughter his com- 
panions the great city cause any taint 
the pure ardor hissoul? God forbid! 

Scholastica began fear and pray, 
for the story humanity, written the 
Sacred Scriptures, proved only too well 
what man! And yet had not their 
father procured for them that manuscript 
the great Father Basil entitled 
Youths” wherein Christian students were 
warned and instructed the reading 
the pagan classics. They had read the 
story Joseph Egypt who was strong 
precious gem chastity, and they had 
known that, captains their souls, 
men must sometimes fly with their pre- 
cious treasure and leave the garment 
cloying things the hands their 
enemies. 

She herself was grateful for the happy 
security she felt belonging entirely 
God, since neighboring bishop had 
already consecrated her God 
private ceremony which her family and 
friends had attended. all the happy 
hours with acquaintances, she knew 
that one had ever won admittance 
past the door friendship into that in- 
ner sanctuary which each twin had guard- 
and kept clean and adorned for the 
one worthy gain free access exclu- 
sive personal devotion. 

But the day human love might 
come perhaps had come for her 
brother. And oh, such one might 
unworthy! She had noted certain 
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jaunty turn the waving locks above his 
striking forehead, certain new bravado 
his swinging stride, occasional 
momentary abandon though would 
fling the winds all the deep disciplines 
which had schooled himself. Half- 
frightened, half-understanding, Scholas- 
tica betook herself quiet secret prayer 
for her cherished brother. What she 
would pray for, she did not know; but 
the God-Man would understand. 

Her prayer was not accompanied 
fears for any long time. Suddenly, 
naturally, their study and the dis- 
cussion Christian ideals, Benedict told 
his twin that had resolved sacrifice 
his education. would 
“withdraw the foot which had, 
were, placed the threshold the 
world” lest “plunged body 
and soul, into would live 
the followers Basil had lived for the 
past hundred years only not just the 
same way. Benedict restrained Scholas- 
tica’s enthusiastic proposal also leave 
the world. She was safe, said, the 
paternal household. They must make 
the sacrifice separation. 

But the loss each other’s comrade- 
ship was not the last difficulty the twins 
were face. The Nursian parent was 
not only dumbfounded, had been 
when his wife presented him with these 
twins, was irate! Such madness! 
Such ingratitude for all the advantages 
had procured for his son and heir! 
What idiotic lunacy! Next, this young 
dreamer would become one those 
who feasted from 
house house and were pest and scan- 
dal the wealthy Christians. would 
not give his consent! 

Benedict and Scholastica agreed bide 
their time. Never had they seen their 


father upset. The calm the house- 
hold took the atmosphere death. 
Even their good mother sometimes forgot 
have ‘‘a sufficient number beds made 


when unexpected guests 
mostly influential citizens who knew well 
the entry the Nursian home and the 
generous larder Euproprius’s wife, 
Abundantia. 

Cyrilla, the nurse, and the other do- 
mestics formed two camps; one heartily 
favor the youth’s following his bent, 
being too good for the corrupt society 
Rome; the other faction, agreeing with 
the father that Benedict should try for 
civil affairs. ‘The persecutions and migra- 
tion nations were now 
things the past, and what more could 
man ask than maintain the glory 
ancient family the Anicii? 

Euproprius began work ardently 
his plan distracting his son. se- 
cured the services one skilled herald- 
and had crest made for the twins. 
would symbolize, were, their 
affection and keep them together fol- 
lowing worldly projects. The seal was 
embossed with two lions rampant and 
holding book between them. Bene- 
dict’s lion was the left; Scholastica’s 
the right. Should the twins separate, 
one them marry, the seal would 
divided, each twin keeping the lion 
assigned. also promised them 
good part their patrimony in- 
heritance soon Benedict had dis- 
tinguished himself law. 

Moderns can hardly realize how great 
was the authority the Roman father. 
The Christian ideal limited that power 
over the life and death his children 
which the Republic had allowed, but 
and custom gave the father status 
and authority which there parallel 
modern times.” 

The twins had long encouraged each 
other that “service Christ 
service love, deep inner attach- 
ment the soul” which nothing worldly 

could impede. them the call such 
life service was divine invitation not 
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disregarded. The inevitable day 
came last when Benedict announced 
the family that had left school, and 
that was determined leave the 
world. begged the permission his 
parents, but told them firmly and affec- 
tionately that would go, must, 
without their permission. 

Cyrilla immediately packed his clothes 
some which promptly command- 
her take out and leave for the poor. 
When the family conveyance drew 
the door, she had hampers food and 
kitchen utensils against the day when 
this headstrong boy might decide be- 
come lonely hermit, and she would have 
keep his body and soul together for him. 

The Italian sky hung quiet benedic- 
tion the afternoon sun slipped behind 
the tempering clouds. The entire house- 
hold had learned, grapevine fashion, that 
their young master had shown his mettle, 
and the head the house had had give 
in. The affectionate farewells left few 
dry eyes the youth made some personal 
comment each one whether slave 
member the family. 

With fortitude upheld love 
stronger even that that for twin brother, 
Scholastica embraced Benedict. 
soon the she said. 

Neighbors who saw the young man 
driving away with his nurse supposed 
was returning Rome resume his 
studies, they waved their with 
friendly good wishes. Some distance 
south Nursia, Benedict ordered the con- 
veyance return home, and and his 
old nurse proceeded foot what 
point neither knew. priest Enfide 
urged his hospitality them and 
enjoyed spiritual converse with this noble 
and precocious lad for some time. 

One day the haunting loneliness 
Scholastica was relieved the return 
the nurse red-eyed and repentant that 
she had caused the youth elude her and 
into solitude. She had been too eager 
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wrote her his withdrawal 


spreading the news the miracle 
Benedict had performed which sieve 
she had borrowed and broken was com- 
pletely mended. The whole countryside 
had learned that this young stranger was 
blessed God. Starry-eyed and 
happy, but not surprised, Scholastica 
prayed that might not puffed 
with the apostles had been 
when evil spirits had been subject them. 

Occasionally the family had word from 
the young solitary, telling the kindness 
the monk Romanus, who daily brought 
him food and words cheer. Scho- 
lastica came short notes, reminders that 
her private vow virginity might well 
opposed even honorable young men 
who would seek her hand. Her heart 
burned with divine ardor she meditated 
his words explaining that the motive 
for virginity must freedom love and 
serve God with whole heart and the 

Scholastica was given impetus 
fervent prayer becoming 
confidante the vicissitudes which en- 
compassed him the years went by. 


from the position Abbot Vicavaro 
when these worldly monks took revenge 
for his reproofs pouring poison into his 
cup table. 

the years went on, Tertullus, good 
friend the family, came with en- 
thusiastic story his visit Benedict 
his new monastery Subiaco. 
and Equitius, another Roman nobleman, 
had taken their young sons, Maurus and 
Placidus, Benedict and had finally won 
his consent teach them until the 
youngsters had matured. Thus they 
need not attend school among the young 
pagans who infested the great seats 
learning Rome. Tertullus gave 
glowing account Benedict. 
them that looked well ruddy and 
hardy. had the good will both 
Goth and Roman, while the people the 


2 


an 
ho: 
las 
occ 
pec 
anc 
anc 
Ver 
con 
tau; 
won 
han 


countryside took for granted that 
could and would assist them their 
needs miraculous powers neces- 
sary. 

Finally came the day when Scholastica 
doubled her prayers and tears. Benedict 
was depart from the twelve monaste- 
ries had established and was with- 
draw within the ruins the slopes 
mountain called Cassinum. Scholastica 
felt that she must help written word 
and prayer sustain her brother and 
keep him from the depths discourage- 
ment. his school days, had been 
pagans who had shocked him their 
sins; now was unworthy pastor, who 
his mad jealousy had set snares for 
Benedict’s monks. 

their paternal home Nursia, 
Scholastica this time had drawn her- 
self group maidens who cared for the 
poor and instructed the children. Added 
these works were hours common 
prayer and meditation. Not only the 
daughters the wealthy leisure class 
gave their time and means such works 
mercy, but young girls who had not 
sufficient dowry honorably married 
and even maidens who were threatened 
slavery soul and body sometimes 
sought refuge with her. Gradually her 
home became, reputation not fact, 
monastery for women. 

Benedict’s withdrawal Cassinum 
was followed invitation that Scho- 
lastica and her little should 
occupy part the estate given him 
Tertullus. Here these generous young 
women could pray for and instruct the 
people the countryside, war 
and misery had robbed their 
and who reverted the paganism 
their fathers and set temples 
Venus, Apollo, and Paul the Dea- 
con says that the monks Monte Cassino 
taught nuns various monasteries for 
women, that Scholastica’s nuns brought 
hampers food for the evening meal 


which was terminate Benedict’s annual 
visit. 

his Dialogues, St. Gregory naively 
pays tribute the twinly battle wits, 
and the victory the other twin the 
occasion the last these visits. 
says: 


there was one thing which the ven- 
erable father Bennet would have done and 
could for his sister called Scholastica, 
dedicated God from her infancy our Lord, 
used once year come and visit her 
whom the man God went not far from the 
gates place that did belong the Abbey, 
...and she coming there...her venerable 
brother with his monks went meet her, where 
they spent the whole day the praises God 
and spiritual they were yet sitting 
entreated him stay there all night the sky 
the Nun receiving his denial... joining her 
hands...on the and lifting 
her head from the table there fell suddenly 
such tempest lightning and such abund- 
ance rain that neither the venerable man nor 
his monks could put their heads out the door 
... The man began complain 
his sister, saying, ‘God forgive you, what have 
you done?’ whom she answered: desired 
you stay, and you would not hear me, have 
asked our good Lord and has vouchsafed 
grant ‘Go now you can... 
and leave alone here!’ happened 
most just judgment that she who had the 
stronger love had the stronger power.” 


Perhaps Scholastica had premonition 
her coming death. any rate, three 
days after the storm clouds had detained 
him holy conversation with her, her 
saintly brother was praying the famous 
tower where wrote his Holy Rule. 
saw her soul taking its flight heaven 
the form dove. With that spiri- 
tual love which rejoices the good the 
beloved, told some his monks 
fetch her body his monastery for burial. 
And they found that was had 
said his twin had died the same hour 
that the vision the dove had been 
granted him. 
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buried Scholastica the tomb pre- 
pared for himself the Oratory St. 
John the Baptist and placed white 
marble slab over her remains. About 
month afterwards himself was called 
his eternal reward, and his monks 
placed his venerated remains this slab 
the upper half the marble coffin. 
581 the Lombards ravaged Monte 
Cassino, Benedict had foretold, and 
burned tothe ground. Ancient palimp- 
sests and other manuscripts tell that the 
charred bones were discovered the 
tomb with its double marble slabs im- 


Saint Joseph’s Church 
Sunnyside, Washington 
November 29, 1945 


Dear Sister Imogene: 


Your invitation contribute the 
first issue your new Review Ob- 
late the Oblate Movement makes 
hesitate, especially you deplore the 
lack Benedictine influence this 
country. You also state that you think 
that Benedictine influence might grow 
all Oblates understood what they are 

quite sure that you use the term 
influence this context its Benedictine 
way work and prayer, one word, 
example. You will supposedly agree 
with me, when say that succumb 
un-Benedictine notions advocate 
mere increase the number Oblates 
know there are organizations which 
have this policy masterly practiced 
all our grief Communists, Fascists, 
and other power-minded and nascently 
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The Oblates St, Benedict: Letter 


plied the Dialogues St. Gregory the 
Great. Many churches and chapels claim 
have some relic St. Scholastica. 
Among these notably are Mans and 
Fleury France. 

all countries where the Gospel 
preached, convents and schools claim the 
other twin their patron, and un- 
written tradition keeps alive human 
hearts sweet reverence for the holiness 
and simplicity St. Scholastica and in- 
spires confidence her loving influence 
over the heart God. 


totalitarian groups. might even 
far say that many Catholics believe 
this kind changing the world, but 
far can see has never been Bene- 
dictine policy, except ages when monks 
had run world and the running 
things does not seem genuinely Benedic- 
tine me. 

books, but unable find any authorita- 
tive source the Oblate Institution 
St. Benedict. All have Abbot But- 
ler’s Rule, Abbot Herwegen’s St. Bene- 
dict, and own dear memories Maria 
Laach and its many sister abbeys this 
country Europe. that enough 
matter moulded into article- 
letter, shall try best. 

There are, course, many people who 
see something rather quaint Benedic- 
tinism. the oldest Order the 
Church and its whole way life definite- 
not modern the accepted sense. 
The best they can say that may 
the way for few people live the 
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twentieth century; but they add that for 
the average Christian too naive, too 
childlike, and too static mean anything 
more than ceremonies, vestments, cathe- 
drals, and chipped sculpture old. The 
beautiful escape from the tempo our 
times for serene, candid, and simple men. 

wonder, then, that this idea 
escape has also affected the recruiting 
Oblates. When man woman joins 
the monastery his her choice 
fully professed member, she will 
soon disabused notions. 
The monastic way tough way. 
contains more splendor and beauty than 
some modern organizations who shun 
these things soft, still bad mis- 
take assume that monasteries are re- 
fuges for aesthetes. farmer’s life, for 
all its closeness beauty and nature 
with its rhythm, when compared with 
factory worker’s drab existence, little 
escapist monk’s life compared 
with some our modern societies with 
their routine systematized exercises 
and complete submersion secondary 
streams thought. 

The average Catholic, clerical and lay, 
takes too many things for granted, and 
is, spite being the heir 2000 years’ 
traditions, most unhistorical his ap- 
proach things the Church. does 
not realize that tradition has bed-rock 
foundations which quick sands and 
drift wood move fast time. 
does not see and does not want see 
that the Rule St. Benedict was written 
time when the river tradition was 
still young, clear stream among rocks. 
does not see that this monastic order 
well the friars cannot understood 
place them alongside the many or- 
ganizations that spring up, multiply, and 
then disappear, when their avowed pur- 
pose gone. does not see 
that St. Benedict are not 
“order,”’ mobile unit the 


sense later foundations, and that their 
purpose therefore not the same 
others’. not just accident that 
all lands the monks are closely linked 
the liturgical movement, the un- 
earthing the Fathers, and the cul- 
tivation Church history! Benedictines 
are witnesses, witnesses pure, theo- 
centric, and direct expression life 
Christ’s message. Therefore Benedic- 
tines are apperceptive towards anything 
that breathes undiluted 
values essentials. Standing bit 
apart from monastic life secular and 
the role observer have often 
wondered when read, e.g., Benedictine 
inveigh against the liturgical movement. 
looked like queer performance self- 
torture and conclusion was always 
that good man less the Roman 
Missal and Guardini than his own 
Rule, his history, and better spiritual 
inner secretion free him from foreign 
juices that have transformed his Bene- 
dictinism. 

think all orders should themselves. 
would regard trumpeter trying 
make his trumpet sound like violin 
musician ignorant symphonic har- 
mony, Benedictine should not stew 
Ignatianism, and 
Berullism. Maybe this the root 
the evil! Maybe our Oblates would 
exert more influence the spiritual 
climate America, they became radi- 
cally imbibed with Benedictinism! 
danger aggressiveness against 
later orders all want Jesuits 
pure and undiluted too! Nor does split 
the Church into sects and conventicles— 
little the Church the sixth century 
different Church from our present 
Church. What can exist subsequent 
eras history can also exist together. 

Please don’t misunderstand me. 
tor acti! have quick-freeze 


mind which crystallizes one period 
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rigid form and rejects all life. 
real Benedictine you not have throw 
yourself into sixth century A.D. 

see it, St. Benedict founded his 
monastery not for any specific purpose 
mission the world, except schola 
Dominici His Rule abridg- 
Gospel, imbedded the wisdom 
the ages derived from the natural moral 
teaching mankind. Thus some- 
thing very Catholic. definite enough 
distinguish Benedictine, yet general 
enough leave him ample scope live 
all ages, down that atomic one which 
already producing its stale cliches. 
Benedictine rejects all artificiality and 
well the body. This sounds trite 
and like truism yet tremendous 
program means good riddance 
many artificialities, cliches, and knick- 
nacks our spiritual parlors. 

Since the monastic rule definitely 
monastic not easy devise way 
life for the Oblate the world. Often 
the Institute Oblates attracts escap- 
ists, aesthetes, (sacri- 
and those who, out sincere 
dislike things cluttering spirituali- 
and what comes from with non- 
essentials and hideous imitations vul- 
gar substitutes, flee into golden age far 
enough away safe from detailed 
investigation, like the Middle Ages, 
Carolingian Ottonian renaissance, 
Cluny, the sixth century, the latest 
fad the jubilant, exuberant, oh, 
Benedictine Baroque! are not any 
worse than most our pious escapists, 
matter fact their escape quali- 
tatively higher level, they have 
better taste and know little more his- 
tory. But like all escapists they live 
their own little exile with handmade 
orphreys, Hauptaengl Fra Angelicos, and 
Solesmes records without reaching the 
world. Such charming people! But 
unreal. 
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Then, shall just conform the rest 
and swim with the crowd that busy- 
body, ready-answers, quick-remedy, and 
statistic-mad 
duces such things Barclay Street, pug- 
nacious and chip-on-the-shoulder week- 
lies, and the drab business going 
Sunday morning our churches, be- 
clouding the great, life-giving mysteries 
Our Lord? Shall become defeatists 
because hate escapists? Cer- 
tainly not! 

May now, humbly can, submit 
thesis program for American 
Oblates the abbeys this country and 
the old world? 

think Benedictine Oblate should 
realize that, however close his 
abbey and however often returns 
refreshed and built up, should 
this world and not sort frustrat- 
monk tangled his own network 
little rules and observances. 
should active member his parish— 
and not via the monthly meeting 
Oblates only. 

His Benedictinism should shine forth 
above all mentality simply evan- 
gelical our Holy Father’s Rule. His 
spirituality should built its straight, 
free, and unartificial outlines. This pro- 
hibits religious individualism the virul- 
ent kind and emotional subjectivism 
piety. Oblate wide open all ob- 
jective values: dogma, moral, and the 
mysteries. avid reader and 
meditator both Testaments, and his 
prayers, when not the Church, must 
come from her and guided and inspired 
her own classic formulations missal 
and breviary. Oblate’s mind should 
large and wide, thing which can only 
achieved historical reading. 


will make him immune against the chick- 


en-hearted sectarianism rampant 
our time. 

“Montes Benedictus amabat’’ the 
old abbeys stood hills city the 
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mountain, the abbey gave its monks per- 
spectives, serenity, and other-worldliness 
kind which not just excuse for 
blindness towards this world. You see, 
before acts. can’t help be- 
lieving that such truly sovereign per- 
sonality consecrated king, priest, mar- 
tyr, and prophet Confirmation can 
source light and warmth among 
our frantic contemporaries and myopic 
spiritual comrades. 

more abbeys were wide open for litur- 
gical and monastic week-ends, would 
help Oblates. Nothing noisy, ad- 
vertising methods, extra activity! 
more preachers would preach their own 
monastic message, more people might 
listen. there any reason why 
should not frankly state what think 
our role the symphony the Church? 
Others are not shy about and 
have seen the most beneficial results. 
the re-birth Franciscan spirit, 
Dominican tertianism, and Carmelite 
mysticism can only enrich the Church, 
should the same not true, came 
forth the true sons St. Benedict with 
pure version his particular yet 
comprehensive spirituality? The lack 
suspicion and distrust St. Benedict 
perhaps one his greatest gifts. While 
often jeopardized the life his insti- 
tution, also prevented from succumb- 


ing dizziness from efficiency and rigidi- 
centralism. left tremendously 
wide scope for individual and collective 
initiative and therefore truly democra- 
tic the good sense the word. 
builds minds for cooperation and com- 
mon local effort. full safeguards 
against that damnable confusion unity 
with castiron uniformity rampant every- 
where our days. And our history, 
which saw many spiritual movements 
and fads come and go, heard many 
new trumpets blare loud and peter out 
charitable, and tolerant difference— 
not without significance that order 
seems better fitted for the cause 
union than the Benedictines. 

generation Christians formed with 
deeper sense quality for true values 
than now common. Therefore 
glad see you start this Review. will 
give organ, far lacking Eng- 
lish-speaking countries, which will help 
fathom our own treasure, and the 
world see glorious, lovable expression 
Christ not too common among our con- 
temporaries. With highest hopes and 
fervent prayers take leave from you: 
nemo neque contristetur 
domo Det. 

Reinhold 
Oblatus Stae. Mariae Lacum 
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NLY two postulants received the 
habit August last year. Lu- 
cilie Glotzbach Paxico, Kansas, be- 
came Sister Philomena, and Louise Kren- 
ner Kansas City, Missouri, became 
Sister Digna. 

August the following made per- 
petual vows: Sister Mary Janice Egan, 
Sister Sharon Holthaus, Sister Mary Hope 
Couhig, and Sister Simone Watson. 
Those who made triennial vows the 
same day were Sister Mary Ernest Hav- 
lik, Sister Mary Maud Foote, and Sister 
Madeleine Ohlinger. 

group thirteen received the habit 
Gaudete Sunday, December 16. Mary 
Margaret Bunck Everest, Kansas, be- 
came Sister Theodore; Rosemarie Tucker, 
Atchison, Sister Seraphine; Gloria Bar- 
rington Kansas City, Kansas, Sister 
Yvonne; Ramona Medina Jara, 
Colorado, Sister Celinda; Aurelia Fox 
St. Marys, Kansas, Sister Mary Xavier; 
Gertrude Knipp Tipton, Missouri, 
Sister Samuel; Berniece Siemann Lohr- 
ville, Sister Mary Pius; Rita Hy- 
land Nazareth, Texas, Sister Cabrini; 
Mary Kathryn Ihle Paris, Arkansas, 
Sister Eugenia; Loretta Wiesner Ellis, 
Kansas, Sister Avila; Alma Wiesner 
Ellis, Kansas, Sister Humbeline; Cath- 
erine Cillessen Coffeyville, Kansas, 
Sister Blaise; Frances Schieber, Con- 
ception, Missouri, Sister Mauricita. 

Those Sisters who were not engaged 
the summer session Mount St. Scho- 
lastica took advantage opportunities 
elsewhere. the Catholic University 
America, Washington, D.C., Sister 
Jerome Keeler taught French, and Sister 
Florence Feeney and Sister Anne Cawley 
attended classes. Sister Elizabeth Ann 
Brazzel taught French Dunbarton 
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Sister Imogene Baker, O.S.B. 


College, Washington. Sister Pan- 
cratia Beil offered courses English and 
American literature for the Sisters 
Sacred Heart Convent, Lisle, 
Sister Jeanne Marie Blacet and Sister 
Maurine Sullivan attended the summer 
session the University Denver, while 
Sister Marcella Siela and Sister Natalia 
Berger offered extension courses for the 
Sisters Walsenburg, Colorado. 

Creighton University Omaha was the 
field educational endeavor for the fol- 
lowing Sisters last summer: Sister Suit- 
berta Wahlmeier, Sister Corona Kaiser, 
Sister Raphaela Schmiedeler, Sister Irene 
Trompeter, Sister Mary Patrick Reilly, 
Sister Sylvania Wolf, Sister Therese Marie 
Gassman, Sister Agatha Doyle, Sister 
Ruth Schoierer, Sister Virginia Kuckel- 
man, Sister Elaine Cranford, Sister Mary 
Charles Walsh, and Sister Suzanne 
Schmelzle, all whom are working to- 
ward master degrees. 

Sister Romana Farrell and Sister Bene- 
dicta Howe followed courses Theology 
and Scripture St. Mary’s College, 
Holy Cross, Indiana, during the summer 
session. 

the Kansas City Art Institute, Sis- 
ter DePazzi Mispagel, Sister Sheila Rea, 
and Sister Egberta Buening engaged 
summer work. 

Sister Clarita McGarity and Sister 
Imogene Baker attended special Insti- 
tute for Religious St. Louis University 
July. Sister Alfred Schroll and Sister 
Immaculata Kramer participated 
educational workshop held under the 
auspices the North Central Association 
the University Chicago last August. 


July the following members 


the community submitted the compre- 
hensive examination required for degree 
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from Mount St. Scholastica College: 
Sister Adelinda Salesky, Sister Clarissa 
Borden, Sister Vita Fox, Sister Pierre 
Cavanaugh, Sister Caroline Mueller, Sis- 
ter Clara Saali, Sister Mary Joseph 
McGerty, Sister Mary Frances McAtee, 
and Sister Huberta Anderson. 

Sister Annunciata Curtis, who took the 
comprehensive examination January 
12, 1946, gave her degree recital piano 
previously July 15. Sister Annunica- 
was assisted her recital Sister 
Mary Joachim Holthaus. 

Religious vacation schools occupy ma- 
members the community during the 
summer months. the Leavenworth 
diocese the following schools were held: 
Bendena, Sister Melania and Sister 
Mauritia; Burlington, Sister Valeria and 
Sister Clement Marie; Coal Creek, Sister 
Ositha and Sister Mary Norbert; Edger- 
ton, Sister Opportuna and Sister Octavia; 
Everest, Sister Theodosia and Sister 
Emerita; Fidelity, Sister Consuela and 
Sister Ignatia; Gardner, Sister Sabina and 
Sister Sara; Olathe, Sister Mary Michael 
and Sister Hortense; Onaga, Sister Vian- 
ney and Sister Josella; Sabetha, Sister 
Thomascene and Sister Theresita; Sum- 
merfield, Sister Sara and Sister Dionysia; 
Troy, Sister Bernadette, Sister Leonissa, 
and Sister Alexia; Waterville and Irving, 
Sister Anastasia and Sister James Marie; 
Wheaton, Sister Mary Eugene and Sister 
Patricia Ann. Canton, Missouri, Sis- 
ter Longina and Sister Martha conducted 
vacation school; Burchard, Nebraska, 
Sister Delphine and Sister Patricia Ann; 
Benkelman, Nebraska, Sister Nepo- 
mucene and Sister Emerita. Besides 
those who out from the Motherhouse 
throughout the summer, Sisters regularly 
missioned the Colorado and California 
schools instruct hundreds children dur- 
ing the vacation months. 

Immediately after the close the sum- 
mer session, July 22, the community 
began the annual five-day retreat, with 


the Rev. Hugh Farrington, Con- 
ception Abbey, Conception, Missouri, 
retreat master. 

Ninety members other religious com- 
munities who swelled the numbers en- 
rolled the summer session Mount St. 
Scholastica College included Benedictines 
from Fort Smith and Jonesboro, Arkan- 
sas; Cullman, Alabama; Covington, Loui- 
siana; and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
Ursulines from Paola, Kansas; Domini- 
cans from Great Bend, Kansas; Francis- 
cans from Chillicothe and Maryville, Mis- 
souri; Mercy Sisters from St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, and Omaha, Nebraska; Sisters 
St. Joseph from Wichita, Kansas; and 
Sisters the Precious Blood from Wichi- 
ta, Kansas, and Dayton, Ohio. 

Sister Mary Theresa Brentano joined 
the Lillis High School faculty Septem- 
ber, 1945, after five years spent Wash- 
ington and New York preparing the four 
text books that comprise the Catholic 
Literature Series sponsored the Cath- 
olic University Committee Affiliation. 

The feast Christ the King, October 
28, was most appropriate for the solemn 
pontifical high Mass celebrated the 
Most Rev. Paul Schulte, the St. 
Scholastica Chapel. After the Mass the 
Bishop blessed the new St. Catherine’s 
residence hall. Assisting His Excellency 
were the Very Rev. David Kinish, O.S.B., 
presbyter assistant; the Rev. Bernard. 
Sause, O.S.B., and the Rev. John Gruber, 
O.S.B., deacons honor; the Rev. Aloy- 
sius Kropp, O.S.B., deacon the Mass; 
the Rev. Bede Bradley, O.S.B., subdeacon 
the Mass; the Rev. Thomas Hartman, 
O.S.B., and the Rev. Daniel O’Shea, O.S. 
B., masters ceremonies. The Rev. 
Anselm O.S.B., directed the 
singing. Students Maur Hill served 
the altar. The Right Rev. Cuthbert 
McDonald, O.S.B., was present the 
sanctuary. 

Liturgical observance the 
has new impetus the weekly in- 
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struction the Rev. Anselm Llewellyn, 
O.S.B., St. Benedict’s Abbey, who also 
directs the sung Mass Sundays and 
feasts. Father Anselm devotes special 
time each week also the Novitiate 
group and the College and Academy 
students, and coaching small group 
Sisters the art directing the chant. 
Under his supervision the Sisters are work- 
ing improve the chanted office well 
the sung Vespers and Mass. 

Enrolled College regular students 
are six Benedictine Sisters from San An- 
tonio, Florida; one from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; one from Fort Smith, 
Arkansas; Franciscan Sister from Ne- 
vada, Missouri; and Dominican Sisters 
from Great Bend, Kansas, and Kettle 
Falls, Washington. 

Pontifical Mass the feast the Im- 
maculate Conception was again our 
privilege when the Right Rev. Cuthbert 
McDonald, O.S.B., celebrated Mass 
the St. Scholastica Chapel December 
Officers the Mass were the Rev. Bona- 
venture Schwinn, O.S.B., presbyter as- 
sistant, the Very Rev. David Kinish, O.S. 
B., and the Rev. Bernard Sause, O.S.B., 
deacons honor; the Rev. Aloysius 
Kropp, deacon the Mass; the 
Rev. Bede Bradley, O.S.B., subdeacon 
the Mass; the Rev. Paschal Pretz, O.S.B., 
and the Rev. Daniel O’Shea, O.S.B., 
masters ceremonies. Rev. Anselm 
O.S.B., directed the singing 
the Mass. Servers were students from 
Maur Hill. 

The Benedictine Sisterhood the sub- 
ject two pamphlets published De- 
cember members the community. 
Benedictine Convent Life Sister Mary 
Faith Schuster prospectus for those 
who wish join the community Mount 
St. Scholastica. Seek God more 
general treatment the life and work 
the Benedictines Sister Imogene 
Baker. The artistic cover design for 
Benedictine Convent Life the work 
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Mispagel. 

Sister Gertrude Winter and Sister 
Clement Marie Hoffmans attended the 
state convention the Kansas Music 
Education Association Wichita, No- 
vember 1-3. 

The Rev. Bonaventure Schwinn, O.S. 
B., vice-president the College, attended 
meeting the Problems Committee 
the Midwest Unit the National Cath- 
olic Educators Association Chicago, 
October 26. 

During Catholic Book Week, Novem- 
ber 4-10, the College Library Committee 
published the third series 
Titles,” current list recommended 
books. 

Sister Anne Cawley received notifica- 
tion December that she had been elect- 
associate member the American 
Psychological Association. Sister Anne 
will soon publish the results study 
made the Catholic University under 
the title, Study Vocational Interest 
Trends Secondary School Girls and Col- 
lege Women. She will receive her Ph.D. 
Psychology and Education from the 
Catholic University. 

one six state advisers Kansas 
College Home Economics Clubs, Sister 
Romana Farrell attended meeting 
the advisers Kansas State College, 
Manhattan, November 17. She was 
accompanied Sister Marie Kramer. 
this meeting Sister Romana was as- 
signed work with the state president 
the Kansas Home Economics Association 
plan the clubs section the state con- 
vention held Topeka March. 
Sister Romana also directs publicity for 
the Kansas Home Economics Clubs. 

Sister Jeanette Obrist, accompanied 
Sister Mary Damian Thaner, 
student from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
attended the annual meeting the 
American Mathematical Society Chi- 
cago, November 23-24. 

Plans for the renovation the Choir 
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Chapel are being made under the super- 
vision Mr. Barry Byrne, well-known 
Chicago architect. The plans include 
complete redecoration, new windows, and 
modernization lighting, heating, and 
ventilation systems. 

The first week October saw the Rev. 
Mother Lucy Dooley Chicago busi- 
ness. She was accompanied Sister 
Augusta Parle. 

The Rev. Mother Lucy attended the 
Golden Jubilee celebration the Ursuline 
foundation Paola, Kansas, November 
28, accompanied Sister Rosemary Ho- 
gan, Sister Dolorosa Hoffmans, and Sis- 
ter Valeria Willems. 

New Year’s day, the Rev. Mother 
Lucy announced that Sister Alfred Schroll 
would succeed Sister Pauline Anderson 
Mistress Scholastics. Sister Pauline 
leaves this responsible post after more 
than twenty-five years faithful service, 
having first assumed the charge 1919. 
From 1926 1938, Sister Pauline also 
served Treasurer the Community, 
and since relinquishing that office has 
been retained member the Coun- 
cil. 

Two more members were added the 
growing mission Mexico City when 
Sister Vianney Kaiser and Sister Esther 
Dominguez left late July join Sister 
Mildred Sister Chelidonia 
Ronnebaum, Sister Anthony Payne, and 
Sister Alonza Sandoval Tepeyac. The 
original band, Sisters Mildred, Chelidonia, 
and Anthony, who left Atchison April 
30, 1944, were joined Sister Alonza 
December, 1944. 

Sister Teresa Ann Doyle pursuing 
studies toward doctorate English 
Fordham University, New York City. 
Sister Maurine Sullivan returned Janu- 
ary the University Denver, where 
she continuing graduate study the 
field economics. 

Sister Evangeline Green and Sister 
Mary Urban Hansen are enrolled the 


Kansas City Conservatory Music for 
advanced classes and private lessons. 

outdoor statue St. Scholastica, 
which will soon erected the campus, 
the gift the College Sodality, pre- 
sented December 

Sister Mary Damian Tambola, 
graduate Mount St. Scholastica Col- 
lege, made perpetual vows St. Bene- 
dict’s Convent, Bristow, Virginia, Janu- 
ary 

Attending the annual meeting the 
Miswest Unit the Catholic Library 
Association, held Stillwater, Okla- 
homa, October 18-19, were Sister Rapha- 
ela Schmiedeler, who was scheduled 
speak, Sister Jane Frances McAtee, and 
Sister Mary Grace Riddles, O.S.B., stu- 
dent from San Antonio, Florida. 

Sister Jerome Keeler, Sister Regina 
Baska, Sister Benedicta Howe, and Sister 
Ethelburg Leuschen were present the 
breaking ground for the new Benedic- 
tine Convent Perpetual Adoration 
Kansas City, Missouri, October. 

Sister Helen Sullivan, national histo- 
rian Kappa Epsilon, honorary 
mathematics fraternity, was re-elected 
this office last summer. 

Sister Jerome Keeler spoke the sub- 
ject, Teach French?” meeting 
the Kansas State Teachers Association 
Topeka, November Also present 
this meeting were Sister Immaculata 
Kramer, Sister Pancratia Beil, Sister 
Petronilla Willems, Sister Ita Harrison, 
Sister Gemma Hemmen, Sister Hil- 
dalita Carl, and Sister Delphine 
Keclik. 

Doveflights, anthology poetry 
members the community, was publish- 
January the Grail press, St. 
Meinrad, Indiana. Sister Bede Sullivan 
the compiler. 

Six postulants entered the novitiate 
January. They are Frances Yarc, Kan- 
sas City, Kansas; Rose Gonzales, Ala- 
mosa, Colorado; Cora Mondragon, 


Page Forty-three 


the 
).S. 
ded 
ith- 
em- 
ttee 
sted 
ded 
fica- 
ican 
udy 
erest 

Col- 
h.D. 
the 
nsas 
ister 
lege, 
was 
mer. 
as- 
ation 
con- 
arch. 
for 
S.B., 
the 
Chi- 
Choir 


Jara, Colorado; Laurine Leutloff, Hano- 
ver, Kansas; Virginia Malouff, Capulin, 
Colorado; and Erma Haug, Seneca, 
Kansas. 

Forty Hours Devotion was held Janu- 


ary 18-20, with college and academy stu- 


dents participating the procession. 
The Rev. Thomas Hartman, O.S.B., 
regular Sunday chaplain, was celebrant 
the Masses these days also. Those 
assisting were the Rev. Mark Merwick, 
O.S.B., the Rev. Pius Pretz, O.S.B., the 
Rev. Louis Baska, O.S.B., the Rev. 
Charles Aziere, O.S.B., and Frater Al- 
phonse Berning, O.S.B. 

Mount St. Scholastica College now 
institutional member the American 
Council Education, according word 
received recently from Dr. George 
Zook, president. The Council was first 
established 1918 federate educa- 
tional resources for wartime emergency. 
the past war has operated for the 
same purpose while continuing plans for 
postwar reconstruction. 


Obituary 


The community lost valuable mem- 
ber and successful teacher the death 
Sister Isabella Triska June 30, 
when she succumbed asthmatic 
heart condition from which she had suffer- 
for fourteen years. Her funeral was 
held July following solemn Mass 
Requiem the St. Scholastica Chapel. 
Born Hanover, Kansas, October, 1887, 
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the daughter Anthony and Mary Tris- 
ka, Sister Isabella was professed Mount 
St. Scholastica Convent, January 1908. 
Besides her years teacher the 
schools conducted the community, she 
had served principal St. Benedict’s 
School, Kansas City, Kansas; St. Bene- 
dict’s School, Atchison, Kansas; St. 
Patrick’s High School, Maryville, Mis- 
souri; and St. Gregory’s School, Marys- 
ville, Kansas. 


Announcements 


Art and Music Institutes will held 
simultaneously, June 10-15, the Col- 
lege. Dr. Harry Seitz scheduled 
return for the Music Institute. The Art 
Institute will directed Mrs. John 
FitzGibbon Chicago. 

eighteen-hour course for teachers 
religion will begun the summer 
1946. The Rev. Godfrey Diekmann, 
S.B., St. John’s Abbey, Collegeville, Min- 
nesota, will offer three-hour course 
Liturgy; and the Rev. Francis Broderick, 
O.S.B., St. Benedict’s Abbey, Atchison, 
Kansas, will offer three-hour course 
Moral Theology during the coming sum- 
The completed course will 
include also six hours Scripture, three 
hours Dogmatic Theology, and three 
hours Canon Law. 

The summer session will open June 
and close July 26. Father Godfrey will 
conduct the annual community retreat, 
which scheduled begin July 28. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Frances Xavier Cabrini: the Saint the 
Emigrants. Benedictine Stan- 
brook Abbey. London, Burns Oates, 
1944. 195 pages. 10s6d $2.75. 


January 11, 1944, the members 
the Sacred Congregation Rites, the 
presence Our Holy Father the Pope, 
agreed unanimously that two undoubted 
miracles had been worked through the in- 
tercession Mother Cabrini the inter- 
val since her beatification. Our Holy 
Father withheld his acquiescence until 
had opportunity devote himself 
more urgent prayer, and fixed the First 
Sunday Lent the day which 
would render his decision. that day, 
after celebrating the Most Holy Sacrifice 
the Mass, His Holiness decreed: ‘“The 
solemn canonization the Blessed Fran- 
cisca Xaveria Cabrini may safely pro- 
ceeded This decree was promul- 
gated and entered the acts the Sac- 
red Congregation Rites. Since the 
public veneration Mother Cabrini was 
thereby not only permitted but command- 
ed, the Saint’s many clients eagerly look 
forward the solemnity which will sig- 
nalize her the first citizen the United 
States America given this honor. 
hoped that the ceremony can held 
this coming May. 

The Sisters Mount St. Scholastica 
take special pleasure recalling that 
about forty years ago Mother Cabrini 
and companion Sister spent some time 
with them while collecting the vicinity. 
They rejoice think that Mother Cabri- 
prayed their Chapel, hallowed that 
room, this office, with her presence. 
Sister Barbara, who waited upon the 
Sisters, mentions especially the Mother’s 
soul-searching eyes. She asserts that the 
impression she then received that this 
guest was unusual person has remain- 
vivid throughout the years vivid 
that was surprise her learn that 
Mother Cabrini has been declared 
Saint. 

Francesca Cabrini was born near his- 


toric Lodi Lombardy, July 15, 1850. 
She became citizen the United States 
about ten years before her death, which 
occurred Chicago, December 22, 1917. 
Cecchina, the family called Francesca, 
was the youngest thirteen children and 
was frail, but thanks her stern through 
good sister Rose, she grew unspoiled. 
Stories read aloud from the the 
Propagation the Faith fired the little 
girl’s mind with desire mis- 
sionary China. This desire was never 
realized during her lifetime, but after- 
wards her daughters went there. 


Cecchina’s schoolmates called her San- 
tina (the little Saint). the age 
eleven she made vow virginity. Her 
confessor allowed her renew this an- 
nually until, when nineteen, she made 
Following her sister 
Rose’s footsteps, she became teacher. 
Her worth was immediately recognized, 
and true this that when she wished 
enter the convent, the three priests 
who knew her best actually conspired 
prevent her doing so. These good Fath- 
ers had made their minds that Fran- 
cesca was called apostolic work the 
world especially their diocese. Ac- 
cordingly they went the Superior 
the house where the girl had applied for 
admission and represented that her health 
was too poor for convent life. Refused 
this convent, Francesca tried another, 
only rejected there also. The story 
the conspiracy now came out. Fran- 
cesca was somewhat nonplussed, but she 
bravely put herself aside. this, the 
first numerous trials that she under- 
went, the Sacred Heart was come glori- 
ously her aid, indeed would 
always. 


often said persons and often 
with little meaning that they had their 
“ups and but when this said 
Francesca Cabrini, freighted with 
significance. The came not 
from her own spirit, for that was indomit- 
able, but from calumnies spawned 
malicious minds, from misunderstand- 
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ings the well-intentioned, sometimes 
literally from body inadequate the 
great soul informing it. The 
left her undaunted. the column 
“ups” might recorded that she was 
friend three Popes, Leo XIII granting 
her audiences even during the Christmas 
holidays, time generally reserved for the 
visits Princes and Kings. She had the 
loyal support many other influential 
members the Church’s hierarchy, and 
rulers the civil order well. Her 
cousin, Agostino Depretis, was Prime 
Minister Italy, but this connection 
she refused make any use. Prime 
Minister was Masonic stalwart and 
Mazzini enthusiast. 

Thus, God’s plan, kept out then 
existing Institutes, Francesca was 
found one her own The Society 
the Missionary Sisters the Sacred 
Heart Jesus. From her own diocese, 
the young foundress succeeded extend- 
ing her society not only all Italy, but 
great part the world. When she 
died, the age sixty-seven, she left 
sixty-seven foundations schools, or- 
phanages, hospitals, and other types 
institutions distributed over North, 
South, and Central America, and Europe. 
her burning zeal for the honor the 
Sacred Heart and her love for souls, 
the souls, above all, her despised and 
neglected compatriots America, noth- 
ing was too much for her. her 
Father Smet, oceans and mountains 
merely presented challenges; they did not 
constitute barriers. behalf the 
American Indians, the Belgian Jesuit 
the ocean nineteen times; pressed 
like charity, Francesca made thirty- 
seven crossings. What was more diffi- 
cult, for the sake her poor she went 
around begging, approaching factory 
workers, Wall Street magnates, and per- 
sons varied creeds well bank 
accounts. 

With her great blue eyes whose glances 
could penetrating, her winning smile, 
and her sure tact, she was not person 
whom one would indifferent. She was 
greatly loved, and that she was some- 
times greatly opposed did not discourage 
her. She used say that she feared for 
the success any foundation whose be- 
ginning was not marked with the cross. 


The results accomplished Mother 
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Cabrini were amazing and almost incred- 


ible, especially when one considers that 
she often started with the proverbial hel 
Her motto was Omnia 
possum qui and she eve 
lived the letter. There were many 
miraculous occurrences her life. She 
was frequently guided inspirations re- 
ceived what she referred dreams, 
Mother Cabrini’s interior life, not 
much known, jealously did she guard 
the Secret the King. She always tried lege 
seem little out the ordinary 
possible, but she could not conceal her 
habitual recollection, nor the transfigured 
appearance her face that was often 
noticed when she came from prayer. was 
Frances Xavier Cabrini: the Saint the 
Emigrants unembellished biography, eral 
and though comparatively brief, ade- 
quate. Since work was published, 
both popular American writers. They 
are Small World, Theodore May- pub! 
nard (Milwaukee, Bruce, 1945), and 
Francesca Cabrini, without Staff Scrip, 
Lucille Borden (New York, Macmil- 
lan, 1945). the biography the nun 
Stanbrook Abbey less graphic and 
dramatic than that Mr. Maynard, 
also less subjective, and avoids the 
faults Mrs. Borden’s book. latter 
certainly reveals its author’s delicate 
sense the beautiful, but the first section there 
and too full sweetness and light, while 
much the remainder overcrowded 
with details. physical character- 
istics, the Burns Oates book rather came 
flimsy compared with those Bruce and 
Macmillan, but this may due the Thi 
fact that the English book came out 
either during the war, shortly after 
its close. outsp 
The Benedictine has supplied her book 
with index, very useful item when more 
one considers the sixty-seven foundations 
made Mother Cabrini. There also hay 
works. port 
Mrs. Borden, too, gives index and ever, 
brief bibliography, and she probably and 
had the opportunity interviewing per- 
sons who could tell her good deal about 
her subject. Too Small World lacks fact, 
index and has bibliography such, her 
but learn from the Vice-Postulator’s 


Introduction and from the General Edi- 
tor’s Preface that the author was granted 
helpful interviews Mother Cabrini’s 
own fellow-religious and intimates, that 
every facility was accorded him, and that 
had free access the apostolic process 
beatification and other private docu- 
ments. 


Our English author’s Preface written 
Abbot Aloysius Smith, Augustinian 
Canon Regular who “had the great privi- 
lege meeting Francesca Saverio Cabri- 
ni.” The Right Reverend Abbot relates 
that the daughters Mother Cabrini 
Rome used give him fervid accounts 
the great work which the foundress 
was engaged. 


Some idea the English author’s gen- 
eral economy the use words may 
gained from the fact that while Too Smail 
World employs over 400 words build 
the farewell scene between Antonia 
and Francesa, the Stanbrook 
publication uses fewer than sixty words 
reporting the incident. And whereas 
Mrs. Borden’s narrative the Saint’s 
first visit England covers six pages, the 
Benedictine’s account the same re- 
quires but two. This economy words, 
while often relief, sometimes little 
disappointing one who aware the 
omission several interest-enhancing 
elements here and there. For instance, 
there the episode which Mother 
Cabrini’s desperately needed sleep de- 
layed her well-meaning London hos- 
tesses, and the one concerning the chival- 
rous gentleman from San Francisco who 
came the rescue the Sisters the 
crowded Andean inn. 

The Benedictine author’s remarks about 
Comte and positivism, Cahenslyism and 
the A.P.A. are very interesting. She 
outspoken with regard Archbishop 
Corrigan, yet her treatment him 
more mild than severe. Although she 
concedes Francesca tact, she believes her 
have been somewhat lacking sense 
humor, and gives two examples sup- 
port this opinion. She does add, how- 
ever, that time and experience broadened 
and mellowed her. Mr. Maynard and 
Mrs. Borden have their Mother Cabrini’s 
smiling and laughing great deal. 
fact, Mr. Maynard even compares her 
moments St. Philip 

eri. 


The Stanbrook religious writes warmly 
Mother Cabrini’s relations with the 
English people, but not more warmly 
than the facts warrant. Mother Cabrini 
was captivated the English, and wrote: 
other countries they talk about good 
breeding and courtesy; London they 
practise them. went away interior- 
imploring blessings this land, which 
wish may soon again called “The 
Land the Angels’.” 


One smiles note that such good 
with quotation marks the English work. 
the other hand, American reader 
may lift eyebrow upon finding the 
statement that one occasion the Mis- 
sionary Sisters worked like niggers— 
the word niggers standing stark and un- 
relieved quotation marks. 


The author’s acquaintance with foreign 
literatures well with that Eng- 
land evident throughout the Burns 
Oates biography, and there are some pas- 
sages which reveal that they were written 
religious. For instance: ‘‘Mother 
Cabrini welcomed strong characters 
postulants. There the aspirant who 
never says does the wrong thing, but 
all too likely never develop into any- 
thing more heroic than And 
then there one entire chapter which 
may said make this revelation. 
the chapter entitled Woman— 
The Superior—The The read- 
comes upon with joyful surprise near 
the end the book. can pause 
visit with Mother Cabrini and quietly 
observe just what sort person she is. 
loath break off the interview, but 
the travels are nearly done now. 
“ringing and before long 
the Mother will have embarked alone 
her last voyage with sadness fare- 
Her frail little body will have 
come rest last the Blessed Cabrini 
Shrine Fort Washington, New York 
City, and soon, very soon, ample evidence 
the power her intercession will have 
been produced, that all Christendom 
might able say: Saint Frances 
Xavier Cabrini, pray for us! 


Sister Jane Frances McAtee, 
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The Idea Catholic College. John 
Julian Ryan. Sheed and Ward. 136 
pages. $2.00. 


John Julian Ryan, who taught Har- 
vard for nine years and now Assistant 
Professor English Holy Cross Col- 
lege, has written under the title, The Idea 
Catholic College, the most original 
book education that has appeared 
long time. quite unencumbered with 
quotations, references, footnotes. That 
great classic Catholic education, Pope 
Pius XI’s encyclical the Christian 
Education Youth, never once re- 
ferred to, although Mr. Ryan’s phil- 
osophy Catholic education agree- 
ment with the basic principle the 
Pope’s teaching, that the aim Catholic 
education supernatural. The author’s 
only indebtedness another standard 
work, Cardinal Newman’s Uni- 
versity, seems his title. 

The book original not only the 
sense that not drawn from existing 
sources, but also the point view and 
the conclusions reached practically 
all the chapters, which are Aims; the 
Student; the Curriculum; Integration— 
Charity; Integration—Skill; and the 
Teacher. the end are Summary 
and chapter answers anticipated 
objections. its extremely idealistic 
program, reminds one St. Jerome’s 
ideas the education young girls, 
which expressed especially his letter 
Laeta the education her daugh- 
ter Paula and the shorter letter 
Gaudentius the education his 
daughter Pacatula. 

Most Catholic educators think their 
work preparation for two worlds, 
this world and the next. The chief merit 
Mr. Ryan’s book that insists 
education for life the Mystical Body. 
This seems his main thesis. 
have concluded that the Catholic student 
should come forth from his training 
professional craftsman inspired lead 
truly charitable life member the 
Mystical Body.” 

idea the sort curriculum Mr. 
Ryan suggests may gained from the 
course outlines for the junior year— 
Religion: The Mystical Body 
Philosophy: The Appreciation Beauty 

Economics: The Guildsman’s View 
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The Old Testament 


Christian Courtesy: Applied Ethics tic 
Biology 
With the prescribed courses 
ing, Carpentry, and Lettering the 
freshman year, curriculum that 
would have rejoiced the heart and won Bo: 
the approval the late Eric Gill. 
The curriculum contains electives. Pre 
ditch-digging are extravagant age 
steam-shovels and bulldozers. Only look 
one course history given, course 
entitled Liberalism and the Papacy 
the senior year. Friends the liberal 
arts will object that the curriculum 
very far from offering liberal education. 
Mr. Ryan has anticipated this objection, 
and says that his proposed course 
studies favors the liberal arts much 
many other curricula now being fol- 
lowed. Although this statement express- 
Mr. Ryan makes distinction between 
education and training. the in- Diffi 
tegrating principle Catholic education, 
differs from Pope Pius XI, who pro- 
poses religion. Mr. Ryan proposes chari- 
ty. Perhaps the most serious criticism 
the book that the author confuses 
the end the college with that the ways 
Church. prime object Catholic objec 
which will help the student live 
charitably possible both college and 
about the development the intellectual 
virtues, which most educators take re; 
the prime purpose the college. 
college that would follow the curriculum 
Mr. Ryan thinks that endowment Fat 
$1,700,000 would suffice for such 
lege has mind, for the enrollment menta 
should not exceed 200. And 
endowment $50,000 for prayer 
existing institution. Since, however, The 
makes the amazing recommendation that Spiritu 
the students should not required thougt 
pay tuition (except the case though 
who are easily able so), but should§ pra 
expected pay after graduation, Warns 
their convenience, over period of, 


ten years; and since desires that prac- 
tically all the instructors laymen, the 
hope having such college faint in- 
deed. interest $50,000 two 
per cent $1,000. 

Archbishop Richard Cushing, 
Boston, the very enlightened preface 
contributes, aptly remarks, every 
one will agree with all the points made 


Professor Ryan his challenging book 
The Idea Catholic College. Some 
will complain that certain his proposals 
nly too far forward; others will suspect 
that few his ideas look back with 
nostalgia Catholic culture now long- 
spite its defects, the book 
exaggeration, doubt, some neg- 
lected truths that needed stated. 
Bonaventure Schwinn, 
(8) - 
ion. 
yeen 
in- Difficulties Mental Prayer. Rev. 
Eugene Boylan, Monk the Cisterican 
Abbey Mount St. Joseph, Roscrea, 
Dublin, Gill and Son, 1944. $2.00. 
This little book the nature and 
ways prayer, treated not with scientific 
holic objectivity but with sympathetic under- 
hari- standing. The author’s purpose evi- 
dently assist those who want pray, 
but who feel that they not know how. 
done Despite the title, does not catalogue 
ctual difficulties that are apt arise and try 
remedy them, but rather offers solid 
instruction and advice that will help the 
ntal solve its own problems. empha- 
sizes the fact that everyone can and must 
and urges that press forward 
ever closer union with God. 
Father Boylan presupposes that the 
mental prayer and the usual methods 
meditation. begins with discursive 
Prayer, which the consideration some 
Mystery truth faith predominates. 
er, The “method” may modified, and 
that§ Spiritual reading, done slowly and 
red thoughtfully, may substituted. 
though the author recommends this type 
prayer, especially for beginners, 
on, Warns the danger there clinging 
after has served its purpose, and 


refusing follow the inspirations 
grace. 

Affective prayer, which and 
colloquies with Our Lord take the 
greater part the time prayer, next 
considered. essential point 
get into touch with Jesus early pos- 
sible the spiritual life, each its 
exercises, éspecially that prayer, and 
keep touch with Him all pos- 
sible means and all costs.” (p. 27) 
The remote preparation very import- 
ant, our prayer depends great 
measure how much the soul advanc- 
ing purity conscience, heart, 
mind, and action.” 


chapter the “indwelling spirit 
showing that union with God 
both the beginning all prayer and 
its end, leads into the next stage 
the spiritual life. progress, 
prayer simplifies itself. The prayer 
faith, which the purified soul clings 
God spite aridity, darkness, and 
apparent abandonment, finally treated. 

author modestly directs souls who 
have attained these heights consult 
other literature the subject, and 
appends short bibliography. 


All through the book there are frequent 
references possible difficulties such 
the struggle against distractions, dis- 
couragement arising from our sense 
weakness and sin, lack faith and con- 
fidence God, and the deadening influ- 
ence bad habits which are hard up- 
root. There enlightening chapter 
the Not Praying” 
which presents convincing evidence that 
life perpetual misery “to religious 
whose heart not his search for union 
with God.” (p.58) made clear 
that the pursuit prayer involves the 
pursuit holiness, that one supposes 
the other. 


Father Boylan’s treatise valuable for 
persons all stages the spiritual life, 
advanced well beginners. Accord- 
ing him the does not ex- 
cuse priests and religious from advancing 


_far the ways prayer, and even lay 


people can hope attain certain de- 
grees. The book condensed and can 
read with profit several times. Its 
twenty chapters are packed full im- 
portant truths drawn from ascetical and 
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mystical theology, which are both er- 
couraging and stimulating. Its general 
theme, that God can sought and found, 
not all new one, but presented 
with such authority and sincerity that 
offers fresh strength and purpose 
souls. 


Sister Jerome Keeler, O.S.B. 


Adventures Grace. Raissa Maritain, 
Catholic Book Club, N.Y., 1945. $2.75. 


With characteristic refinement and 
simplicity style, Madame Maritain has 
given Catholic thinkers revealing view 
philosophies work France during 
the years immediately preceding and fol- 
lowing the first World War. 

With her husband, Jacques Maritain, 
and her sister Vera, the author lived 
comparative retirement during that peri- 
unrest, and though not untouched 
political developments, the three god- 
children “the ungrateful 
Leon Bloy, were able become firmly 
established their newly-found faith. 
Under the spiritual direction Dom 
Delatte Solesmes and later Father 
Humbert Clerissac, the three found in- 
spiration the Summa St. Thomas, 
the writings the great mystics, St. 
Teresa Avila and St. John the Cross, 
and the practical asceticism St. Bene- 
dict, whose Rule they followed Oblates. 

Acquainted with almost all persons 
importance philosophical circles, the 
Maritains derived great spiritual benefit 
from witnessing and often sharing direct- 
the struggles and ultimate conver- 
sions many their Sorbonne friends, 
who, like themselves, found that the 
possibility attaining the Absolute, the 
search for which occupied all their time 
and thought, was conceivable only with- 
the confines the Catholic Church. 
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The most notable these conversions 
was perhaps that Ernest Psichari, who 
achieved even before his baptism, re- 
markably clear perception the meaning 
and power grace, through his efforts 
convince another unbeliever, Afri- 
can Mohammedan sage, the truth 
the Church. Also noteworthy the 
story Psichari’s “adventure” the 
amazing power natural phenomena, 
when employed God instruments 
the attraction soul. 

The Charles Peguy, 
famous visionary the French religious 
revival, treated with sympathetic un- 
derstanding the beautiful chapter 
“Peguy’s Religious The 
difficult and delicate problem family 
relationships that prevented his external- 
professing the Faith discussed with 
tact and respect. The enigma his life, 
his interior submission the Church 
with seemingly intention practice 
his faith externally, clarified, although 
not altogether satisfactorily explained. 

The last years and works Leon Bloy 
form the subject another particularly 
interesting chapter, the author reveals 
the wonderful effects wrought humble 
soul the graces poverty, illness, dis- 
illusionment, and seemingly endless suc- 
cession failures, both material and 
spiritual. 

Throughout the book given the 
account her husband’s growing phil- 
osophical system, his efforts synthe- 
size Thomistic teaching with the tenets 
Bergsonism extended their fullest 
conception, and his subsequent writ- 
ings and lectures. 

While parts the book will some- 
what difficult the average reader, be- 
cause metaphysical intricacies, anyone 
interested following the flowering 
souls and minds under the influence 
grace will find Adventures Grace 
beautiful and balanced revelation. 


Sister Mary Urban Hansen, O.S.B. 
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